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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


FRANCE. — 

The destruction of life by the late rail way acci- 
dent has been the occasion for various investigations 
and proposed modifications in the French system of 
regulations respecting this mode of travel. Among 
the victims was the Admiral Dumont D’Urville 
known as the commmander of the expedition of the 
Astrolabe and Zelee which went out a few years ago 
jn search of the remains of the cruise of La Perouse. 
His funeral took.place with great pomp. His wife 
and child, who were killed at the same moment, 
were included in the ceremony. 

Among the recent deaths in France is that of the 
old faithful adherent of Napoleon, Count Las Cases. 

There were rumors in Paris of another conspi- 
racy against the life of the king. A number of per- 
sons have been arrested amongst others the no- 
torious Considere who had been twice tried and ac- 
quitted before the chamber of peers, and Poncelet, 
who was convicted of having been engaged in the 
conspiracy of the Rue des Prouvaires and amnestied. 
Among the projectiles seized were several intended 
for the destruction of the king, by being thrown into 
the carriage and to assassinate, of course, as many of 
his family as might happen to accompany him. It 
is stated that the information which Jed to the de- 
tection of this plot was given by the mistress of one 
of the conspirators, who has been since murdered 
and her body thrown into the Seine. 


An English journal furnishes the following table 
presenting the comparative public expenses in France 
from the commencement of the 17th century to the 
present time. 

1609 Henry IV, ministry Sully, Sr. 32,571,841 

1642 Louis XIII, ministry Richelieu, 117,597,600 

1670 Louis XIV, ministry Colbert, 79,834,565 

1678 ~— do. conquest of Holland, 105,694,607 














1685 do. ministry Letellier, 100,640,257 | 
1693 do. do. 158,151,582 
1698 do. do. 211,036,685 
1699 do. do. 411,934,703 
1707 do. ministry Chamillart 258,230,567 
1712 do. do 281,236,622 
1715 Louis XV, system of Law, 146,824,181 
1722 ~— do. do. 197,750,112 
1734 do. ministry Fleury, 240,392,582 
1740 do. Oo. 197,362,038 
1787 Louis XVI, ministry Necker, 742,009,000 
1789 do. do. 531,444,000 
1798 year VI republic, 572,451,495 
1302 year X Consulate, 589,500,000 
1803 year XI, 632,279,513 
1804 Empire, 804,937,555 
1805 do. 700,000,000 
1806 do. 902,148,490 
1307 do. 731,726,686 
a do. 772,744,445 
809 do. 786,740,214 
1310 do. 785,000,442 
we ! do. 1,006,014,000 
+81 do. 1,000,000,000 
do. 975,453,797 
1814 Louis XVII, 798,590,859 
rt do. 895,577,205 
sar? do. 609,394,624 
rod do ¢ 1,036,870,503 
1819 do 1,414,433,736 
1899 do. 868,312,572 

1821 - 875,542,252 |. 
1899 a 832,321,254 
1893 949,176,982 
189 oO. 1,092,093,703 
* 4 Charles X, 951,992,442 
re do. 946,098,442 
. do. 942,518,757 
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989,524,715 





1827 do. 


1828 do. 939,343,700 
1829 do. 975,703,027 
1830 Louis Philippe, 981,510,000 
1831 do. 1,220,886,400 
1832 do. 1,175,813,776 
1833 do. 1,132,064, 167 
1834 do. 1,032,998,336 
1835 do. 1,024,159,085 
1836 do. 1,049, 121,696 
1837 do. 1,088,000,000 
1838 do. 1,117,000,000 
1839 do. 1,068,000,000 
1840 do. 1,099,903,407 


1841 do. 1,187,842,234 

The deficiences in the revenue for 1840, 1841, and 
1842, were estimated at 300 millions; extraordinary 
expenditures, 500 millions; rail roads for next 10 
years, 400 midlions—say 1,200 millions, which is to 
be met in ten years, by the reserve for the sinking 
fund, 829 millions, and the remainder of the loan to 


Alexander Ott, of Indiana, to be consul of the 
United States for the port of Attona, in the place of 
George P. Todson, resigned. 

E. A. Webster, of Massachusetts, to be consul of 
the United States for the port of Bombay, in the 
place of P. T. Parker, resigned. 

A. M. Green, of Virginia, to be consul of the 
United States, for the port of Velasco, in Texas, in 
the place of Stewart Newell, resigned. 

J. A. Gerault, to be receiver of public moneys at 
Grenada, state of Mississippi. 

Isaac McFarran, to be receiver of public moneys 
at Jackson, in the state of Mississippi. 

Richard G. Banks, to be surveyor of the customs 
at Hampton, state of Virginia. 

John Chew, to be surveyor of the customs at 
Havre de Grace, Maryland, his commission haying 
expired. 

Robert Howard, to be naval officer at Charleston, 
South Carolina. 

Archibald Clark, to be collector at St. Mary’s, 








be contracted, 400 millions. 


France has a budget of 1,311,553,095 francs, or 


260 millions of dollars—and the items of expenditure 
are— 

Interest of public debt, 
Dotations, (pensions), 

General service of ministers, 
Collecting taxes, expenses for /¢ 
regie, (selling tobacco &c.) 
Drawbacks on exportations, &c. 

SPAIN. 

Letters from Barcelona of the 4th state that great 
apprehensions were entertained that disturbances 
would break out on the following day. 

Accounts state that the agitation of the night of 
the Ist of May was alarmingly seditions. At the the- 
atres cries of ‘“‘down with the regent” were vocife- | 
rated by hundreds, and republican songs sung in chio- | 
rus through the streets. Atthe club of Santa Cruz! 
a song was sung in the Catalan dialect, the burden 


360,427,000 francs. 
16,000,000 = * 
729,171,000 “* 


142,221,000 * 
63,742,000 <* 








no brighter laurels, than to drive away Isabella and) 
el Bruto de la Victoria.” 

Madrid papers of the 5th state that the president. 
of the council had declared, in the chamber of de- 
puties, that the present government, of Spain would 
yield to no foreign influence in an affair of such 
importance as the marriage of queen Isabella the se- 
cond. 

A private letter states that the bill relative to the 
tariff about to be discussed in the cortes, proposes 
that the government shall have the power of making 
such changes as the interests of the nation may de- 
mand, subject, however, to subsequent approval by 
the legislature. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Venezvueta. Caraceas dates to the 17th May are 
received. Congress adjourned on the 8th. Among 
the acts passed, was one inviting the republics of New | 
Grenada and Ecuador to unite with Venezuela in the, 
appointment of commissioners ‘to superintend the} 
exhumation of the remains of Simon Bolivar, and | 
their removal from Santa Martha to his native coun- | 





try, (Venezuela.) The 17th of December next is| 


appointed for a grand funeral celebration in all the 
principal towns; and from that day till the 24th, all 
the public officers are to wear mourning. General 
Thomas Heres, who first proposed the above named 
celebration, was assassinated in Angostura on the 9th 
of April. Gen. Rafael Ordaneta has been appointed 
governor of the province of Guiana. [N. Y. J. Com. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
~ APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 


BY AND WITH THE ADYICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE. 

William Whetten, of New York, to be cunsul of 
the United States, for the port of Cowes, in the 
place of Robert R. Hunter, recalled. 

Joshua Garsed, jr. of Pennsylvania, to be consul 
of the United States, for the port of Kingston upon 
Hull, in the place of Albert Davy, recalled. 

Gurdon Bradley, of Connecticut, to be consul of 
the United States, for the port of Mayaguez, in the 
Island of Puerto Rico, in the place of Richard J. Of- 
fley, deceased. 





Georgia, his commission having expired. 

Thomas S. Wayne, to be surveyor of the customs 
at Savannah, Georgia. 

Henry T. Dering, to be collector of the customs 
for the district, and inspector of the revenue for the 
port of Sag Harbor, in the state of New York, vice 
John P. Asborne, whose commission expired on the 
10th of May. 

Richard W. Cummins, to be Indian agent for the 
Fort Leavenworth agency, from the 3d day of July 
next, when his present term of service will expire} 


THE ARMY. 
GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 32. 
War department, adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, June 1, 1842. 

The following regulations received from the secre- 
tary of war, are published for the government of 
the army: 

War department, May 28, 1842. 

I. New instruments required for the use of any 
officer of the corps of engineers, or corps of Topo- 
graphical engineers, or of the ordnance, shall only be 
purchased on the requisition of the proper officer, 
submitted to and approved by the chief of his corps. 
The requisition must specify the instrument, its pro- 
bable cost, and the necessity for its purchase. 

The officer who may receive or use any instru- 
ment will be responsible for its preservation, and in 
case of loss or injury, unless the cause thereof be 
satisfactorily explained to the secretary of war, its 
value shall be charged to such officer. 

The following provision is added to article LX XIII, 
general regulations for the army. 

INSPECTOR GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT: 

II. It is made the duty of the inspectors general, 
or officers acting as inspectors, carefully to exam- 
ine and inspect all — and materials procured 
for the construction of forts, or for harbor and river 
improvements, and all the mean; applicable thereto, 
and the number and description of persons employed 
at any work, and the number and description of ves- 
sels, boats, machinery, and instruments, &c.; and 
they will enquire into all contracts for supplies and 
materials of all kinds in the different departments, 
and whether the articles furnished conform to such 
contracts, and also into contracts made by the quar- 
termaster’s department for transportation of troo 
and stores. The result of these inspections will be 
forthwith reported as provided in paragraph No. 835. 

By order, J. C. SPENCER. 

R. JONES, adjutant general, 


THE NAVY. 
Navy department, June 11, 1842. 

The board of naval surgeons, which convened at 
Philadelphia on the 4th April, and adjourned on the 
6th inst. have reported their proceedings to the de- 
partment. 

Tbe following named gentlemen were examined 
and found qualified to discharge the duties of assistant 
surgeons in the navy, and chased according to their 
relative merits as follows: 








G. T. Snow, of Massachusetts, to be consul of the 
United States for the port of Pernambuco, in the 





place of Joseph Ray, recalled. 


No. 1. Wm. S. Bishop, of Pennsylvania. 
No. 2. Saml. M. Edgar, of Tennessee. 

No. 3. Joseph Wilson, jr. of Pennsylvania. 
No. 4. Charles Eversfield, of Maryland. 
No. 5. Elisha K. Kane, of Pennsylvania. 
No. 6. Edward Hudson, of Pennsylvania. 
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Richard MeSherry, of Maryland. 
Wn. Pitt Canning, of Massachusetts. 
Ephraim J. Bee, of New Jersey. 
Joseph L. Burtt, of Ohio. 

John T. Bartow, of Georgia. 

Alfred C. Holt, of Georgia. 

James Hamilton, of Maryland. 

No. 14. Chas. Henry Oakley, of New York. 

No. 15. Reuben N. Baer, of Pennsylvania. 

Assistant surgeon Richard W. Leecock was exam- 
ined and qualified for promotion. 

NORTH EASTERN BOUNDARY. The com- 
missioners appointed by the state of Massachusetts, 
Messrs. Abbott Lawrence, John Mills, (formerly 
U. 8S. district attorney) and Charles Allen, and also 
those by the state of Maine, ex-governor Kent, Mr. 
Otis, Mr. Kavanagh, and Mr. Preble, have arrived 
in the city of Washington. Mr. McLaughlin, war- 
den of the English territory, Mr. Simmons, speaker 
of the house of commons, and Mr. Geo. Reed, secre- 
tary of the governor of Nova Scotia, have been sum- 
moned to Washington, by Lord Ashburton, and are 
also there. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 


No. 7. 
No. 8. 
No. 9. 
No. 10. 
No. Il. 
No. 12. 
No. 13. 











NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The legislature convened on the 2d of June. The 
following gentlemen were elected counsellors for the 
ensuing year: Cyrus Barton, Samuel G. Berry, Jas. 
M. K. Wilkins, Samuel Egerton, and James H. 

son. : 

joThe message of Gov. Henry Hubbard was trans- 
mitted on the 2d inst. He condemns the distribu- 
tion law, is not explicit on the tariff, attributes the 
present national debt to the present administration, 
is opposed to the bankrupt act, to the district clause 
of the apportionment act, and recommends the mili- 
tia to legislative notice, and defends the proceedings 
of the Rhode Island suffrage party. 

Leonard Wilcox who had been appointed by the 
executive to the vacancy occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of Franklin Pierce, in the U. S. Senate, was 
elected to that body on the 8th inst. Whole number 
of votes 219, necessary for a choice 110, for L. Wil- 
cox 176, scattering 43. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The general assembly convened at Harrisburg on 
June 9th, being the day to which it was adjourned 
from the 5th April ult. for the purpose of districting 
the state according to the new apportionment. ‘‘The 
sinking credit of the state, the miserable condition 
of the country banks, and the consequent deprecia- 
tion of the relief notes issuad by them, the selling 
or leasing of the public improvements, and the re- 
gulation of taxes, are a few of the important ques- 
tions which will probably occupy the attention of 
the legislature at its present session, independently 
of the action which will be necessary when con- 
gress shall have agreed upon an apportionment bill 
of representation.” 

MESSAGE OF GOVERNOR PORTER. 
To the senate and house of representatives: 

{ cannot reconcile it to my sense of duty, to per- 
mit this occasion to pass, without renewing in the 
most earnest manner, the appeal already made to the 
legislature, in behalf of the public creditors, and es- 
pecially of those who have labored on our improve- 
ments and furnished materials for their repair and 
construction. Prostrated as the public credit in a 
great degree is, and overwhelmed as the business 
energies and enterprise of the community are, it is 
undoubtedly an unpropitious time to impose addition- 
al burthens on the people, and is an ungracious duty 
to recommend or to sanction it. But the alternative 
admits of no qualification. We must act in confor- 
mity to the dictates of stern and unwelcome duty on 
the one hand, ordisregard and set them at naught on 
the other. We must seek and desire the commenda- 
tion of the honest and honorable, or we must earn 
and bear their contempt and derision. If we falter 
in this dilemma, we cannot escape one or the other 
of these judgments in the eyes of the world. 

I do hope and trust you will make adequate pro- 
vision for all the public creditors,—either by in- 
creased taXation, or some other available means. 
The burden may be onerous, but it can only be tem- 

orary. With the resources, vigor and enterprise of 

ennsylvania, the present pecuniary embarrassment 
can only be of short duration. Let us then struggle 
manvfully againstit, in the hope of speedy relief. 

The barthens borne on behalf of the state are 
light in comparison to those imposed for county, 
township, borough, and other purposes. All the 
taxes paid by the people of Pennsylvania for all pur- 
poses, amount per annum to the sum ol four millions 
of dollars as nearly. as can be ascertained. Of this 


ed and paid for the use of the state. It is therefore 
manifest that whatever may be the gross amount of 
taxes paid by the community, but a small portion is 
apphed to the uses of the state treasury, and on this 
score there is but little just ground to complain. 
Three per cent. on the assessed value of the real 
and personal property in Pennsylvania—assessed as 
it necessarily is far below its value, amounts to up- 
wards of forty-two millions of dollars; a sum suffi- 
cient to pay off our entire public debt, and leave a 
surplus of five or six millions in the treasury. And 
yet, such is the general apathy or aversion to enter 
into an examination of a subject of this kind, that 
there are some to be found who seem at times almost 
disposed to doubt the ability of Pennsylvania to pay 
her debts. 

Ican scarcely find language strong enough to con- 
vey to you in a suitable manner my ideas of the im- 
portance of a faithful adherence, on the part of the 
state, to its solemn engagements. [ have dwelt on 
this subject in my communications to every legisla- 
ture that has assembled since the duties of the exe- 
cutive were entrusted to my care. Allow me there- 
fore most respectfully to ask your attention to my 
annual message on this subject. 


So far as respects what are usually denominated 
the ‘domestic creditors,” | sought in my annual mes- 
sage at your assembling, to place their claims on the 
true grounds. [ have yet to hear’ the first word 
against the justice of their demands, or the extreme 
hardship of theircase. They are our own citizens, 
who on the faith of the public have devoted their 
money, their means, the sweat of their brow, to the 
public service, and have thus far been denied recom- 
pense. Nay, some of them have expended the last 
dollar they can command—have contracted large 
debts to enable them to prosecute their work,—have 
just demands on. the state amply sufficient to meet 
all their liabilities, and to supply them with the 
means of recommencing business for their support, 
and yet are compelled to see the whole of their pro- 
perty under execution, and be themselves dragged 
to the very door of the jail. Is not this erying in- 
justice? Is it not a disgrace to the state that thus 
beggars its own citizens, and then suffers them to be 
sacrificed for debts contracted on behalf of the state 
itself? How can any honest man who has the power 
to correct such evils, stand by and witness such a 
state of things without the blush of shame on his 
face? For myself, I should feel ill at ease, if I left 
untried a single expedient to afford relief. 

I can add little to the details of my former recom- 
mendations, or to the means of discharging these 
debts. It is for the legislature now to act upon 
them. - I will however suggest that the state possess- 
es a fund which might be applied to the payment of 
these debts, if other resources fail; and although it 
may not be at present available, it may ultimately 
become so, at least to a considerable extent. I re- 
fer to the stock held by the commonwealth in the 
Bank of Pennsylvania, the Philadelphia bank, and 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ bank. 

For these stocks the state paid two million one 
hundred and eight thousand seven hundred dollars. 
What they may ultimately be worth [ know not. My 
opinion of this investment has been communicated 
to the legislature time and again, and it would be 
useless to reiterate itnow. ButI must be allowed, 
before closing the subject, to express my opinion, 
formed on the most thorough conviction, that unless 
the interest of individuals be enlisted in this matter, 
the state will never realize a dollar from it. It 
scems to me, therefore, that it would be advisable to 
transfer these stocks to trustees, or make some other 
disposition of them, to satisfy the claims of the do- 
mestic creditors. 

If any thing better can be done, it will afford me 
great pleasure to co-operate with you; but if not, 
the provision suggested, might possibly save a rem- 
nant, which might be applied to the debts long due 
to a class of just and meritorious creditors, who are 
most assuredly entitled, at the hands of the legisla- 
ture,to the speediest relief which its wisdom can 
devise, and the means of the commonwealth will 
probably afford. DAVID R. PORTER. 

Executive chamber, Harrisburg, June 20, 1842. 





NORTH CAROLINA. 

A Van Buren stare convention, was held at Sa- 
lisbury on the 20th ult. at which H. W. Conner, 
esq. presided, assisted by numerous vice presidents. 
The convention was addressed by the president, by 
Robt. Strange, Bedford Brown, Col. Hoke, Reid, 
Leake of Richmond, Wheeler of Lincoln, Briggs 
of Martin, and McCalum of Montgomery. Reso- 
lutions were adopted, re-aflirming all the proceed- 
ings of the state convention held at Raleigh on the 
Sih of January last, and especially in the nomina- 
tion of Lewis D. Henry, as candidate for governor 





 yast sum only seven hundred thousand dollars is levi- 


head. The Western Carolinian says, that there were 
more than 400 delegates present, and the visiters 
would have swelled the number beyond 2,000.” 
Amongst the letters read upon the occasion, in re- 
ply to invitations, was one from J. C. Catuoun, dat. 
ed Washington, Ist May, 1842, in which he says: 
“You do not mistake, in considering the present 
“eloomy crisis” in our affairs. Never before has 
the government been surrounded by so many and 
such formidable difficulties, both within and without. 
I shall pass over the latter without notice, as the 
are now the subject of negotiation, which I sincere- 
ly hope, may terminate ia an honorable and satis- 
factory adjustment of all difficulties between the 
two countries, and limit my notice of the former to 
a few brief remarks. 

“On taking a survey of our internal affairs, it wi] 
be found, that instead of the promised reform, things 
have been growing worse daily ever since those, who 
now have the control, succeeded to power; the reve- 
nue decreasing and the expenditures increasing; new 
loans contracting and public credit decaying; bor. 
rowing on usurious terms and squandering with 
wasteful extravagance, followed by a rapidly in- 
creasing public debt, in a period of peace. that 
threatens in a few years to equal the debt of the re- 
volution; and all this without one sensible, manly 
effort to arrest the downward course of the govern. 
ment. So far from that, the present critical condi- 
tion of our affairs is not only regarded with compla- 
cency by a portion of those who have the control, 
but has been brought about intentionally, as_indis- 
pensable towards accomplishing the long-cherished 
objects of the party, a protective tariff and a nation- 
al bank. Therein lies the danger of the crisis. The 
real cause of apprehension is not so much that the 
revenue has decreased, and the expenditures increas. 
ed; that a heavy debt has been incurred and the pub- 
lic credit impaired, as great as that may be, as that it 
has been done designedly by a powerful party in pos- 
session of power, as means to an end, and under 
such circumstances as evince a fixed determination 
to accomplish their object, be the consequence to 
the country and its institutions what it may. That 
such means should be resorted to, in order to effect 
such objects may well cause deep alarm to the re- 
flecting and patriotic. 


“Such being the character of the crisis, the real 
question for the people to decide at the approaching 
election is, shall those who now have the control, be 
permitted to retain their power, in order to effect by 
such means the end proposed? All who regard tariff, 
bank, debt, wasteful expenditures, and heavy taxes 
in the shape of high duties on almost all articles of 
daily consumption, as public blessings, the promised 
reform, will, of course, vote to retain power in the 
hands of the party which holds it. But, on the 
contrary, those who desire to see the government ad- 
ministered frugally and economically—the taxes 
light—commerce freed from shackles, and the go- 
vernment from debt—public credit unimpaired— 
equal justice to all, and a rigid adherence to the con- 
stitution, will vote to take it out of their hands. It 
remains to beseen how your state will act; but! 
cannot believe that a state so distinguished in the 
management of its own affairs, for economy and fr 
gality; so opposed to burthening her people withs 
public debt, and high taxes; so just and equal in the 
exercise of its power; and which took so early and 
bold a lead in the great cause of American freedom 
and independence, will consent, as a member of the 
union, to leave power in the hands of a party, now 
that its views are fully developed, which pursues, ! 
the affairs of the union, a policy the very reverse 0! 
her own.” 

R. M. Saunpers, late candidate for governor colr 
cludes a letter to the convention with a reference 0 
the subject of the next presidency, in which he says he 
does not know what may be the disposition of the 
convention in regard to it. ‘But whether you pre 
pose a nomination, or merely express an opinio», 
or leave the matter open for future action, so far 4% 
I have been able to ascertain the views of the parly; 
they stand ready to join in the support of any man 
for the presidency, who shall unite a devotion to th¢ 
constitution, to the true principles of republic 
faith—who shall be prepared to do equal justice ! 
every great interest of the union—shall maintain and 
defend the rights and sovereignty of the states—and 
preserve inviolate the institutions of the south against 
the assaults of all blind fanatics—and who as 2! 
efficient executive shall reject all useless officers a! 


dent economy. The man who shail be able toe 
tablish his claim to this character, in the past histo 
ry of the country, and whose views shall be fortilie 


alfairs, may cunfidently expect the united support ° 





at the ensuing election, in opposition to gov. More- 





ence of sectional feelings when I say, in my vieW) 


RES 


a 


e 

ie 
% 
eee 










lop off every expenditure, not sanctioned by a pr’ F& 










by his course in regard to the present aspect of OU! Fe 











































































J. C. Ca 
high rept 
out these 
political 
tions of f¢ 
vailing ©) 
THE FB 
conventic 
rison and 
were effe 
tical com 
imposture 
facta gra’ 
first mom 
their lead 
of their « 
decency © 
ed their t 
ciple, upo 
support it 
say nothin 
““Condu 
with the v 
they com 
extra sess 
propriatio 
tions from 
only empt 
_ they propc 
"> of profou 
> piles of suc 
“midsumm 
the result 
the adage, 
“The ex 
measures 
concealed 
charm of t 
hopes exci 
relieve the 
greatly inc 
the expens 
gle effort a 


ia 


= public exp 


lieving the 
the duties 
the cursé o 
store publi 
have almo: 
thousands o 
upon better 
vernments. 
direct cont 
point, and { 
so aptly que 
> ral address. 
The hon. 
_ the conven 
» prospects ar 
the cause of 
all the wor] 
permanent] 
manity,” 
The Hon. 
Pennsylvani 
can scarcely 
aflord me m 
4 greater pt 
emocratic 
® be there as 
> Great and gi 
May success 
the result, [ 
Vhig rule h. 
Convinced t| 
€mocratic | 
vernment ca 
tered. With 
gress have p; 
Sovereignty, 
dation of all 
lave ever ber 
Since the adc 
are every w! 
Scendants of 
this Continen 
disgrace their 
the States an 
Must, there 
Without viol: 
Meet you on 
. ©X-Govern 
1NVitation in ; 
Ing to effort a 


De 


i A RIE CGEM SAE Et Soe 





CoLonizary 


a & Htate C yi 
the democratic party. 1 speak not under the influ . oloniz: 


tleans on th 





x Tt 
meade by arc 













— 


re 
ors 


re- 
at- 
YS: 
ita 
has 
and 
rut, 
hey 
re- 
itis- 
the 
Tr to 








will 
ings 
who 
"eve- 
new 
bor- 
with 
y in- 
that 
€ re- 
ranly 
vern- 
ondi- 
mpla- 
ntrol, 
indis- 
rished 
ation- 
. The 
at the 
creas: 
€ pub 
that it 
In pos- 
under 
ination 
nce to 
That 
» elect 
the re- 


he real 
yaching 
trol, be 
ffect by 
d tariff, 
y taxes 
‘icles of 
romised 
r in the 
, on the 
nent ad- 
e taxes 
the go- 
yaired— 
the con- 
nds. It 
et; but! 
din the 
and fru 
le witha 
yal in the 
arly and 
freedom 
er of the 
irty, now 
irsues, I 
everse 0! 


rnor colt 
erence (0 


e says he 
on of the 
. you pre 

Opinio, 
, so far 3 
the party, 

any man 
ion to the 
epublical 

ustice 1 


intain an 


lates—an 
ith against 
vho as ai 
fficers a! 
| by a pru 
able to &* 

ast histo 
ye fortifie 
yect of out 
support ° 
r the influ 








































































OT ee ; 2 
eo eng: PE Gitrd Pag he BATE 


ie 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JUNE 18, 1842—THE SUGAR CONVENTION. 














J. ©. Calhoun combines in a more high degree these 
high republican ualities, and is more likely to carry 
out these principles, than any other man now on the 

olitical stage. And this, 1 think from the indica- 
tions of public sentiment, is fast becoming the pre- 
vailing opinion of the democratic party.” 

Tus non. Geo. McDourrie, in his letter to the 
convention, observes, ‘‘The election of General Har- 
rison and the coming into power of the whig party, 
were effected by one of the most extraordinary poli- 
tical combinations, and I must add, daring political 
impostures, ever enacted in our country. It was in 
facta grand political masquerade, in which, the very 
first moment that party assumed the reins of power, 
ther leaders boldly threw their masks in the faces 
of their deluded ya igen and without even the 
decency of a little delay or a specious pretext, turn- 
ed their backs upon every promise, and every prin- 
ciple, upon the faith of which they obtained a large 
support in the southern and southwestern states, to 
say nothing of the rest of the union. 

“Conducting their canvass under a flag inscribed 
with the watch-word of retrenchment and economy, 
they commenced their administration by calling an 
extra session of congress, to make extravagant ap- 
propriations, and still worse, unconstitutional dona- 
tions from a treasury, which they declared to be not 
only empty, but bankrupt, and at the very moment 
they proposed to create a large national debt in time 
of profound peace! History exhibits few exam- 
ples of such daring inconsistency. It was literally 
“midsummer madness” that “ruled the hour,” and 
the result [rejoice to believe, has already verified 
the adage, ‘‘Quem Deus vult perdere, prius dementat.” 

“The extra session, by unmasking and exposing the 
measures and principles of the party so studiously 
concealed and misrepresented before, broke the 
charm of their power, and dispelled the delusive 
hopes excited among the people. They promised to 
relieve the distresses of the country, and they have 
greatly increased them. They promised to reduce 
the expenses of the government, and, without a sin- 
gle effort at retrenchment, have added millions to the 
public expenditures; and their only means of re- 
lieving the people of their burthens are to increase 
the duties upon imports, and saddle posterity with 
the cursé of a public debt. They promised to re- 
store public confidence and public credit, and they 
have almost literally destroyed both. There are 
thousands of individuals who can now obtain money 
upon better terms than the federal or the state go- 
vernments. In one word, their promises stand in 
direct contrast with their performances at every 
point, and fully illustrate the saying of the Roman, 
so aptly quoted by General Harrison in his inaugu- 





» ral address.” 


The hon. Levi Woopsury concluded his letter to 
the convention by saying, ‘Certain it is, that our 
prospects are everywhere brightening—our cause ts 
the cause of freedom, liberality, light and progress, 
allthe world over—and it never can be overthrown 
permanently without brightening all the hopes of hu- 
manity.” 

The Hon. James Bucnanan U. S. Senator from 
Pennsylvania in a letter tothe Convention says—‘‘I 


| can scarcely imagine any circumstance which could 


aflord me more gratification or which I should esteem 
4 greater privilege than to grasp by the hand my 


| Democratic fellow-citizens of N. Carolina who wiil 


be there assembled, and to cheer them on in the 


» great and glorious cause in which they have enlisted. 
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May success crown their efforts! That such will be 
the result, | feel an abiding confidence. One year of 
Ww hig rule has opened the eyes of thousands, and has 
convinced the country that the principles of the 
€mocratic party are those alone on which the Go- 
vernment can be 
tered. Within this brief period, more acts of Con- 
gress have passed, and are in progress invading State 
sovereignty, and tending directly towards a consoli- 
dation of all power in the Federa] Government, than 
lave ever been crowded into the same space of time 
since the adoption of the Constitution. The people 
ro yer where coming to the rescue, and the de- 
t ke of those stern patriots who, the first upon 
Ms ontinent, proclaimed independence, will never 
isgrace their glorious ancestors when the rights of 
e States and of the people are to be vindicated. 
ithe therefore, express my sincere regret, that 
os pe Violating important duties here, I cannot 
et you on this most interesting occasion.” 
ar cg ay Poi, of Tennessee, replied to the 
ye 1 ina letter of considerable length, exhort- 
§ 0 effort at the coming political contest. 


i} 





ee LOUISIANA. 

whe Ce: The directors of the Louisiana 

Orleans zation Society held a meeting in New 
“ans on the 19th ultimo. A report having been 


made by a-rcommitice appointed for that purpose in 








relation to the purchase of territory on the Sinoe 
river, in Africa, the following resolutions were una- 
nimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we approve of the purchase of the 
Blue Barre territory, made by the American Coloni- 
zation Society for the benefit of the Louisiana State 
Colonization Society, according to the terms and 
conditions stated. 

Resolved, That we will establish a colony on the 
oe Barre territory, to be called Louisiana in Li- 

eria. 

Resolved, That we have learned with sentiments of 
the highest gratification that our fellow citizen, John 
McDonough, esq. has offered to the parent society 
eighty-five of his slaves if the society will send them 
to Liberia, where we have reason to believe they 
will become useful residents.” 

Another resolution expresses the conviction of the 
directors that the present time is favorable to the 
foundation of the colony. In it the directors re- 
spectfully request Mr. McDonough to give his con 
sent to have his liberated negroes located in Loui- 
siana in Liberia. The settlement or town is to be 
called McDonough. 

ILLINOIS. 

WesTERN cITIES. The increase of some of the 
western cities is alinost unprecedented in the annals 
of population, and would drive parson Malthus and 
Jeremy Bentham half mad at their unscientific disre- 
gard of all the staid rules of political economy.— 
Galena, situated in the lead district in Illinois, -had, 
in 1826, 20 log cabins, with a population of 150. In 
1841, it had over 650 houses, with a population of 
nearly 2,500. 

From 350 to 400 steamboats annually arrive and 
Nepart from that place, and 30 millions of pounds of 
lead were shipped from thence last year, worth, at 3 
cents a pound, one million of dollars. Three years 
ago, the section of land on which the city of Towa 
now stands, contained but one unfinished log cabin; 
now, there are many fine brick houses, besides mnany 
wooden houses and stores, a state house nearly com 
pleted, and about 1.000 inhabitants. This is cited as 
the most rapid increase ever known in this country 

[ Savannah Geo. 
IOWA. 

Devenport, Iowa, ten years ago was an Indian 
village, situated at the foot of the Upper rapids, on 
the Mississippi river, 1,700 miles from the Gulph of 
Mexico and 1,800 from Philadelphia. It now con- 
tains 700 inhabitants. The arrivals of steamers 
average about 240 per year. The reader, from this 
brief account, may form some idea of the onward 
course of the west. The rate of living, of the best 
quality, is extremely cheap, and the climate remark- 
ably salubrious. The scenery is that of the rolling 
prairie country, and extremely soft and beautiful, 
while the soil is rich and fertile. 
emp 





; are ey 
THE SUGAR CONVENTION. 





It is a matter of great satisfaction to see that our 
sugar planters are at length aroused to a sense of 
their situation, and the necessity of taking active 
measures for their own safety; and we hope and ex- 
pect to see a very full attendance at the convention 
that is to meet at Donaldsonville on the ]6th inst. 

During a long series of years, and under all the 
varions fluctuations that have marked our tariff poli- 
cy; there was no interest in which so great a stake 


The capital invested in the culture of the cane in 
Louisiana, is at least fifty millions of dollars, and 
with the exception of cotton, 1s greater, perhaps, 
than the amount invested in any other branch of in- 
dustry in the Union; and if such an important cul- 
ture should fall to the ground, it may readily be ima- 
gined how extensive would be the mischief, from 
the various connections and ramifications which it 
has with the general interest of the whole country. 

There never was a more mistaken idea than that, 
because the production or manufacture of any arti- 
cle requires a tariff protection from foreign compe- 
tition, that the people of that country are necessari- 
ly paying a greater price for that article, than they 
would do if the foreign article was admitted free of 
duty. A case in point is in the article of coffee, for 
which the people of the United States have been 
paying a higher price for years since it was admit- 
ted free of duty, than they previously did when it 
was subject to a tariff of five cents per pound, and 
the practical operation of the repeal of the duty has 
been, that instead of paying it into our own treasury, 
we have paid it to foreign producers in the shape of 
increased price in the foreign market. Why is this? 
Because by the abolition of the duty, the consump- 
tion of coffee (the price of which in the first instance 
felt the eirects of the repeal) increased so much in 
the United States, that the additional demand has 
gradually enhanced the price at the points of pro- 
duction. We formerly paid 12 cents per pound, of 
which the foreign producers get 7 cents, and our 
treasury 5 cents; and now we still pay 12 cents, but 
our own treasury gets no portion of it, but it all goes 
to the foreign planter, except the small proportion 
for the expenses of importation. . 

If this has been the result of the abolition of the 
duty on an article of which we ourselves never pro- 
duced any portion, how much more severe will be 
the operation on an article like sugar, of which we 
are such extensive producers, should that production 
be destroyed by a removal of the duty, or its reduc- 
tion to the minimum contemplated by the compro- 
mise act, thus leaving us exclusively dependent on 
foreign supply for our wants? 


The annual consumption of sugar in the U. States 
may be estimated at 250 millions of pounds of which 
about 100 millions are produced at home, and 150 
millions imported; destroy the home culture, and it 
is evident, we must at once call on the foreign plan- 
ter to supply that additional quantity, or in other 
words, we immediately open a new market for 100 
millions of foreign sugar. Thenatural and inevita- 
ble consequence would be an augmentation of the 
price far beyond what it now is, or what it would be 
in the United States, under a suitable protecting 
tariff, which would enable our planters to continue 
and even to increase their production. It is a well 
known and admitted law of trade, as regards the 
supply, and demand, that the price of any article 
particularly one of necessity is enhanced or depress- 
ed in a much greater ratio than the proportion of the 
shortness or excess of such supply to the actual 
wants. If for instance, the short supply of bread 
stuffs for any nation was only 10 per cent, unless that 
deficiency could be furnished from other sources, it 
would double or treble prices, and on the other hand 
an over production of 10 per cent., unless a foreign 
vent could be obtained for the surplus, would reduce 
the price one-half or more. The same rule will ap. 
ply to sugar;—the production of the whole world is 
about equal to the consumption, but cut off or de- 
stroy the production of 100 millions of pounds in the 


was at risk, and such an enormous amount invested| U. States, and call upon the other sugar growing 


which has remained so perfectly tranquil and quiet 
as the sugar interest of Louisiana. Our plapters, 
up to this moment, have quietly looked on whilst 


safely and successfully adminis-! every change was lessening the protectien afforded 


to them, even whilst additional protection was ex- 
tended to other branches of our national industry, 
and for the last ten years this great interest has been 
gradually withering and perishing under the opera- 
tion of the compromise act of 1832, until at last ab- 
solute and irretrievable ruin is staring them fearful- 


lyin the face, and has brought home to every mind | 
the conviction that something must be done, and | 


done promptly, or the whole culture of the cane will 


| 


be brought to a final close, involving in its ruin such an | 


injury of the state, as no one can contemplate with- 
out the deepest concern as well as surprise at a po- 
licy so suicidal and fatuitous. 

hilst every other interest in the United States 
has been constant and loud in complaints and remon- 
strances at any withdrawal or reduction of protec- 
tion, the sugar planters have never raised their voice, 


countries to supply this deficiency, and you would 
nearly double the price in every foreign market. It 
needs no argument to any one conversant with the 
laws of trade and the operations of commerce to 
ag: them that such would be the inevitable re 
sult. 

Previous to the late war with Great Britain, and 
for many years subsequent thereto, before sugar was 
an article of very considerable culture in Louisiana 
the people of the United States paid double and tre- 
ble prices for the article that they now do. The or- 
dinary value of Muscovado sugar was 12 to 13 cents 
per pound, and the white box sugar of Cuba 14 and 
16 cents. The tariff was then nohigher than in sub- 
sequent years. In consequence of the increased cul- 
ture in this country, and the falling off of the demand 
in the foreign producing markets for our supply, the 
value gradually but steadily declined to 10, g, and 6 
cents, until it has got down to the present ruinous 








rates, which have resulted from our planters having 
struggled to continue their usual production, and the 


but have quietly submitted to all the various changes | foreign grower throwing in, under the present low 
that have so injuriously affected and finally nearly ‘rate of duty, so large a supply as to saturate and 
ruined them; and this fact, we think, furnishes a/| overload, and consequently depress the market. 


strong reason why their present complaints should 


But we have said that the destruction of the sagar 


now carry greater weight with congress, and entitle | interest would involve that of other leading great 


them to a more ready and favorable attention. 


| objects of industry. If the hands and lands now em- 
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ployed in raising sugar must, from the destruction of 
that culture, be otherwise employed, it can only be 
in growing cotton, and the force employed would be 
able to produce at least 300,000 bales additional sup- 
ply of cotton. Under the law of supply and demand 
already referred to, what would be the effect of such 
an additional quantity of cotton annually thrown 
upon the market when tirere is already a redundan- 
cy of it? It is hardly possible to trace out the effect 
in its full consequences—it would be the coup de grace 
to the distress and ruin of the southern and south. 
western states, and in its details would deeply in- 
volve the interests of-the western and eastern states, 
who now supply the cotton growing districts with 
such a large portion of the provisions and nearly or 
quite all their clothing, agricultural implements, ma- 
chinery, cattle, &c. &c.; besides this, all the machi- 
nery, sugar houses, kettles and fixtures, and arrange- 
ments of the sugar plantations, would be worthless 
and perfectly inapplicable to any other purposes, 
and the millions and millions expended for them 
would be a total loss. 

Louisiana as regards the eastern and western 
states, so far as her supplies are concerned, is of the 
highest value, for she makes comparatively a small | e sla ) 
portion herself, but derives her supplies from them made by Mr. Ewine in his letter of resignation, that 
without in any way being of an expense to them—| ‘‘you would always be found ready to respond when 
our citizens toil and Jabor—employ their labor, lands | that question was propounded to you in a proper 
and capital to produce a large and valuable crop and | way and by a proper person,” Mr. Ewine has suppos- 
the practical result of all their labor, time-and atten-- ed that you could feel no difficulty in recognising his 


first fit occasion, to inquire of Mr. Matxory in the 
house whether he had or had not made such state- 
ment. If Mr. Macrory disavowed it publicly before 
the nation, the slander would have been at once put 
down; if he affirmed it on authority of the president, 
there would be sufficient occasion for me to answer 
and adduce my proofs. When appealed to in the 
house, Mr. Matiory declined to answer, but declar- 
ed his readiness to do so if applied to ‘tin a proper 
manner by the proper person.” This Jed to the fol- 
lowing correspondence: 
Washington, April 30, 1842. 

Dear sir: The enclosed note was transmitted to 
me by the hon. ‘T. Ewine, of Ohio, under cover of a 
Jetter from him of the 2d inst. with a request that 1 
would place it m your hands. 

Your detention from the house by indisposition 
since its receipt is my apology for delaying the deli- 
very of it till now. 

From your reply to an inquiry made by the hon. 
Mr. Sranxy m a debate in the house of represenia- 
tives, reported in the Intelligencer of the 18th of 
March last, whether you had said on a former occa- 
sion that you were authorised by the president to 
deny the truth of the statements, or some of them, 











tion is that we hand over nearly all the produce of, note as a proper mode, and himself as a proper per- 
our crop to them in payment for the supplies we | son to make the inquiry it contains. | 
receive for our food, comfort and luxuries, and yet} I shall be happy, if agreeable to yourself, to be | 
some of the very parties to whom we give every | made the medium of communicating to him your an- | 
thing we make are so short-sighted as to be unwilling swer. I have the honor to be yours, with great re-| 
to grant a reasonable protection to one of our great, Spect, ' S. MASON. | 
staples, without which we can no longer continue} Hon. F. Manvory. 
that connection of a mutual exchange of production, 
the advantages of which are so greatly on their side. | Lancaster, April 2, 1842. 
We cannot conceive how any thing is more clear | Sir: My atiention has been called to a newspaper 
than that the destruction of the sugar culture in) paragraph, in which you are reported to have said, 
Louisiana, will injuriously affect, and to a very great) in a public speech some time last autumn, that you 
extent, the interest of every other state in the Union. were authorised by the president to deny the truth of 
The agricultural and manufacturing states will suf-| the statements contained in my letter of resignation. 
fer in destroying ene of their best customers. North-| Will you please advise me whether in that particular 
ern capitalists will suffer in our inability to pay inte-| you are correctly reported? lam, very respectfully, 
rest or principal on the large amount of their capital) yours, T. EWING. 
loaned or invested in various ways among us. Cot-| ‘The hon. Mr. Matvory. 
ton states will suffer dreadfully by bringing a rival | vie 
into competition with them fora great additional Washington, Tuesday, May 3, 1842. 
quantity of that article, and as for Louisiana herself,; Dear sm: I herewith enclose you -an answer to 
it will be almost a hopeless wreck and ruin. | the note of Mr. Ewine of the 2d of April, transmitted | 
We have thrown these ideas together very crude-| to me in your letter of the 30th ult. which reached 
ly and very hastily, but we know there will be men! me un Saturday last. I have the honor to be yours, 
at the proposed convention who understand the sub-| with great respect, F. MALLORY. 
ject, and to whom we Jook for a presentation of the; Hon. S. Mason. 
whole subject before congress and the nation in a, sin 
true and proper light, and in such a manner as will} Washington, May 3, 1842. 
command a prompt and efficient action of the na- | Sir: I reccived, on the 30th April, your note of the 
tional legislature. [New Orleans Bee, May 13. | 2d, addressed to me under cover of a letter to the 
; emeneseneccemceres | On. Mr. Mason, of Ohio, to which I should have re- 
eel iene | sponded more immediately but for a painful indispo- 
LETTER OF MR. EWING. | a which incapaditated me fora time. Mr. Ma- 
rn ; S. sON, ina letter accompanying your note, refers to a 
TO THE PUBLIC. ‘reply of mine to an interrogatory of the hon Mr. 
My letter of the 11th September to the president’ Sranzy upon this subject on the 18th March last, and 
of the United States, containing my resignation of | expresses the expectation that I will recognise the 
the office of secretary of the treasury, has been made | question in your communication as having been put 
the subject of much comment. It was my purpose | “by the proper person and inthe proper manner.” | 
to state in that paper as clearly and briefly as I might) certainly admit your right to be informed as to the 
the reasons for my resignation, and especially to ex- truth of my having made any assertion which might 
plain one transaction which, unexplained, involved, | affect your public or private character; and the man- 
as I thought, my personal honor. ‘This done, I felt’ ner in which that request was made by you must 
that I had done all that the occasion required of me. | have been highly exceptionable indeed to have pre- 
I advanced no arguments in support of my right to vented me from responding to a question in which 
make the publication; for itseemed to me that, under! character was supposed to be involved. I do not 
the circumstances in which I was placed, the moral | know whether the reference to my response to Mr. 
sense of all men would not only unite in according | Sranxy, thus made by your friend, was designed to 
me the right, but in requiring it of me as aduty. [ imply a sense of injustice towards you in my refusal 
adduced no proofs of the facts stated, for | had no; to answer Mr. Srayty. I can hardly suppose that 
reason to anticipate a denial. ‘an inference manifestly so unfair was intended, and 
But those facts have since been, in some sort, denied, | especially as your note contains no reference to that 
though the denial has not till recently, come from | affair. My course was certainly governed by a de- 
such source, and reached me in such form and on/|sire to do justice to all of the parties concerned. 
such authority, as enabled me to notice it. I could! The remarks which were the subject of inquiry were | 
not reply to a partisan orator who should attack me) made during the last autumn, and involved an issue of | 
or defend the president on the stump, or to a news- | fact between the president and yourself. They were} 
paper editor who should do the like in his columns. | the subject of comment in many of the newspapers | 
ut in February last, while in Washington, a gen-| of the day. You had possessed all the facilities | 
tleman, not a member of either house, placed in my | which the mail affords for addressing me in relation 
hands a newspaper, in which it was stated that the! to them, and you were in Washington for weeks dur- 
hon. Mr. Mauxory, of V irginia, had, in a public) ing the last winter, where I was at all times accessi- 
speech, declared that he was authorised by the pre-| ble. I had done all that was necessary, in my opi- 
sident to contradict the material facts set forth in| nion, to vindicate the president against your attack 
my letter of resignation. 1 had no wish to open a| by referring to the evidence upon which I relied; and 
correspondence with a third person on this subject. I”had no right to pursue further an inquiry affecting 
I was unwilling to let this seaii-official denial pass your personal character, unless you yourself desired 
unnoticed; and it was not sufficientiy vouched to ena-| the authority for my remarks. And whilst I did not 
ble me to treat it as done by authority. 1 therefore | fee) justified in gratifying the curiosity of third per- 
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dent and yourself, I held myself bound at all times 
to furnish you with the authority upon which I decay. 
ed that such an issue existed. I could have wisheq 
that you had been more specific in your interrogatory 
as I do not know to what of the many paragraphs jn 
various newspapers on this subject, you refer, | 
presume, however, it was some paper which truly 
reported my remarks, whose substance I recollec} 
and I shall answer accordingly. If disposed to be 
captious, I might require first to know whether it js 
only to gratify the curiosity of the friend who called 
your attention to the paragraph that I am requested 
to answer interrogatories in relation to it, for per. 
haps I might well doubt his right to such satisfaction, 
Such an inference might be drawn with at least 
enough of plausibility to justify me in requiring some 
explanations before I answered your note, unless by 
possibility you may mean to intimate that, at the 
date of your note, (April 2,) you had seen for the 
first time, through the agency of a friend more watch. 
ful than yourself, a paragraph which had circulated 
extensively through the union, and furnished the sub. 
ject of much comment during the Jast autumn and 
winter. But I waive all right to inquire whether 
my response is asked for the satisfaction of yourself 
or your friend. 

In reply, then, to your interrogatory, I say that, 
during the last autumn, in an address to my consti. 
tuents, I did declare that the president had assured 
me that the charges of falsehood and perfidy which 
were made against him in your Jetter of resignation 
were themselves false; and I did this to vindicate my 


own support of a man who was charged with moral 


turpitude. Well knowing that the president could 
not descend to a personal altercation with a retiring 
member of his cabinet, who, it seemed took a diffe- 
rent view from himself of the confidence imposed by 
their official relations, and perceiving the impunity 
with which assertions could be made by such an as 
sailant, against one whose hands were tied by his duty 
to the nation, and whose station forbade even tlhe 
right of self-defence, I called upon him to know if | 
might not at least say that his silence under such 
charges did not imply assent to their truth. He as 
sured that they were false, and I gave that authority 
to my constituents for denying them when, in their 
presence, they were reiterated against him.  Pre- 
vented, as the president was, by his station and sense 
of honor, from revealing and discussing the nature of 
confidential cabinet councils, it was at least fair that, 
in such a warfare, he should have the full advantage 
of his own denial of these charges, amongst a people 
who knew him personally, and respected his truth 
and integrity. It was my reliance in his character 
which wonld have satisfied me of his innocence in 
these respects, even if ] had not made some person 
observation of circumstances which seemed to in- 
dicate that there was at Jeast a wish on the partol 
certain gentlemen which might have been ‘‘father to 
the thought” that he had been guilty of deceit and 
treachery. I knew, too, that the deliberations of 
cabinet, between whose members there was perfect 
confidence, like the operations of the human mind io 
the process by which opinion is matured, might be 
so perverted in their report, either by accident or 
design, as to seem to betray vacillation and incol 
sistency of purpose, when in truth deliberation ant 
a comparison of opinions were the very objects 
the meeting. To these circumstances, in connexio 
with the declaration upon which I have been ques 
tioned, I have often referred in the defence, as | be 
lieve, of an injured man; nor have I failed, upon 
proper occasions, to point out the nature of a cor 
test in which the advantages are all on one side, I 
asmuch as there is every opportunity for attack, a0! 
none for defence. 

Believing that the above contains a full answer” 
the question propounded in your note of the 2d 
April, enclosed to me in the hon. Mr. Mason’s letlet 
of the 30th, I am, respectfully yours, ; 

F. MALLORY. 

The hon. Thomas Ewing, of Ohio. 


1 take no exception whatever to the course whieh 
Mr. Matiory has seen fit to pursue in this mater 
and I can have no controversy with him, either 9s" 
fact or opinion. 


pose to consider and reply to. 
not present the distinct and definite issue upon any 


all of the facts contained in my letter, which ont ie 
who is desirous of establishing the truth and ol pi ie 
ting down falsehood would choose to make of “F= 
meet. The president says that “the charges of fals* % 
hood and perfidy which were made against him "Fy 


your [my} letter of resignation are themselves false: 


An examination of that letter (which I here rep!” 
lish) will show that it nowhere contains, in terms, Ui 4 
If the charg’ hy 

. . . T Ee 
be found, then it is only as an inference from 4 Ve". 7 


charge of either falsehood or perfidy. 





requested a friend (the hon. Mr. Stawxy), on the) sons in relation to an issue of fact between the presi- 











It is the denial and defence of th Fy 
president, by and through him, which alone I pl By 
And this denial do® 








plain and simple narrative of facts, each one“ (@ 
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which, if denied, might be a proper subject of in- 
vestigation and proof, But the president infers the 
charge of “falsehood and perfidy” against him from 
those facts, and then avers that the charge which he 
has so inferred is itself false, without directly deny- 
ing a single fact, or the aggregate of facts, from which 
such charge, in his opinion, is necessarily inferred. 

But the inference drawn by the president from the 


_whole transaction detailed in that letter is probably 


just. I can by no means accuse him of characte- 
rizing in terms too strong its bearing upon himself, 
if all that is therein charged be true. 1 must there- 
fore take his denial of the inference to extend to some 
of the faels from which it is drawn; and, as I am not 
advised what particular one he disputes, I am con- 
strained to consider it as extending to all. 1 there- 
fore present to the public such proofs as are in my 
possession to sustain generally the statements con- 
tained in my letter of resignation. 

And, first, I publish the statement of the hon. Mr. 
King, of Georgia, (furnished at my request), to show 
that this very plan of a fiscal corporation had been 
considered and approved by the president many days 


certain present for our own or any man’s contingent 
future. Our course was consistent and our reasons 
plain. We valued our stations because they were 
honorable; we resigned. when we could no longer re- 
tain them without dishonor. 

And I alone of the retiring members of the cabi- 
net was constrained in some form to make public the 
transaction. I conveyed the assurances of the pre- 
sident to Messrs. Berrien and Sergeant, and spoke 
and acted upon the faith of those assurances, which 
were broken almost as soon as made. Had | re- 
signed silently, J,or those gentlemen who confided in 
my representations, must have been implicated in a 
falsehood: for the president, in his veto message, in- 
directly denies the authority under which I acted. 
And now his adherents have the front io say that I 
betray his confidence, when I reaffirm that authority, 
and state the circumstances and the language in 
which it was given. 

I deny that cabinet consultations are entitled to 
the claim of absolute secrecy, for which the presi- 
dent and his adherents contend. Matters which oe- 
cur there ought not to to be lightly or wantonly ex- 





before it was made the subject of cabinet consulta- 


tablish agencies in the states without their consent | 
was nota new conception—an immature thought of | 
the president’s on the day when, in cabinet council. | 
he requested Mr. Webster and myself to get a bill' 
containing that principle introduced into the house. ' 
He had before that time considered and approved it. | 

I publish the statements of Mr. Berrien and Mr. 
Sergeant, which show that they held, on the 18th of 
August,a conversation with the president on this 
very subject, and were to-receive a written commu- | 
nication from him upon it. The statement of Mr. | 
Berrien shows that Mr. Webster called on him on 
the same day, and professed to give to him orally 
what the president had promised to communicate in 
writing; and that Mr. Webster then gave assurances 
as to the future acts of the president with reference 
to such a measure, which a man of truth could not 
have given if he had not received from the president 
the very commission which [I aver in my letter that 
he and myself did on that day receive. The state- 
ments of both Mr. Berrrien and Mr. Sergeant show 
that ] met them in consultation on the same day, ' 
and confirmed the assurances given them by Mr. 
Webster. 

And I republish, in connexion with my letter of 
resignation, the statements of Messrs. Bell and Bad- 
ger, who were present and took part in the cabinet 
council on the 18th of August. Ido this, that, by a 
comparison of their statements with mine, side by 
side, the public may see how fully and entirely they 
Sustain my narrative of all that occurred there on 
that day.* 

[stated in my letter as a matter of information, | 
not of personal knowledge, that after the bill to in- 
corporate a fiscal corporation was drawn up by Mr. 
Sergeant, and before it was reported to the house, it 
was seen, examined, and approved by the president. ' 
That it was so, I had not and have not a shadow of a 
doubt; but, as it did not take place in my presence, | 
I could not positively aver it. Mr. Bell states that 
in our conference on the 18th the president express- 
eda wish to see and examine the bill after it should 
be prepared and before it should be reported. The 
statements of Messrs. Berrien and Sergeant show 
lat a copy of the bill was accordingly sent by Mr. 
Sergeant to Mr. Webster, to be by him submitted to 
the president. On the morning of the 5th of Sep- 
tember, Mr. Webster informed me that he did take 
a Copy of the bill tothe president, who examined it, 
and, after an amendment of the title approved it; 
and I understand that he stated the same thing about 
the same time to three other gentlemen, members of 
the senate. ‘This is the evidence on which I rest my 
belicf of that fact. | 

Iudependently of all extrinsic evidence, it would 
require some credulity to believe that five of the six 
members of the cabinet should at once have resigned | 
their Stations, elevated and desirable as they were, | 
without any sufficient cause. It is much more reasona- 
ble to suppose that they would endure too much than 
too little, and feign an apology for retaining rather 
than for resigning office. And who so seeks for any 
other motive for our resignation than that given by 
ourselves must seek in vain. It cannot be sup- 
posed that either of us was in pursuit of higher dig- 
nities, or that we were willing to relinquish our own 


et ne 





*Norr BY THE EDITOR. It was the intention of 
Vr. Ewing (as the reader will perceive) to have have 
republished here the last year’s statements of Mr. 

ell and Mr. Badger, as well as his own. ‘They are 
to be seen by reference to pages 33 and 53, of the 
‘Ist volume of the Register. 


: , /P q 
tion. This statement establishes conclusively what’ ject of disclosure and comment. 


[aver in my letter, namely, that the important pro-! constant practice, for the last two hundred years, so 
vision which gave power to the corporation to es-' to deal with them in the English house of commons, 
and, that, according to circumstances, with or with- 
out the assent of the king; and it is more especially 


osed; but on sufficient oceasion they are the fit sub- 
It has been the 


the case in the United States, where the president is 
not the sovereign or entitled to aliegianee. If | 
need refer to authority, | will name the Anas of Mr. 
Jefferson, where he treats what occurred in cabinet 
council with the same freedom with which a mem- 
ber of congress treats the debates in the house; and 
this, too, when neither the public welfare nor per- 
sonal justice demands their disclosure. 
T. EWING. 
Lancaster, Ohio, May 18, 1842. | 
ETTER FROM MR. KING. 
Washington, September 13, 1841. 








each house were desired to act as a committee for 
the purpose of ascertaining, as nearly as practica- 
ble, the opinions of the president, and framing a bill 
if possible, which would receive the support of the 
party in congress, be approved by him, and meet the 
just expectations of the country. This committee 
appointed one member from each house to make the 
necessary inquirics.. The information which was 
obtained led to the preparation of the bill which was 
reported to the house of representatives by Mr. Ser- 
geant, and passed both houses without amendments 
under the full impression, as I believe, on the part of 
the whig members, that its provisions were in precise 
accordance with the opinions of the president. You 
will, therefore, perceive that the whig party in con- 
gress, so far from desiriug to act precipitately, or to 
annoy, vex, or “head” the president, adopted every 
means in their power to ascertain what his opinions 
were, with an earnest desire to co-operate with him 
as far asa proper regard to what was due to the le- 
gislative and executive departments of the govern- 
ment would permit. 

There are other circumstances which aided in 
leading me to the opinion that the president would 
approve the bill; but, as other gentlemen are con- 
nected with them, whom it has not been in my pow- 
er to consult, | forbear to mention them. 

lL am, with much respect and esteem, your most 
obedient servant, THOMAS BUTLER KING. 

To the hon. Thomas Ewing. 





MEMORANDUM BY MR. BERRIEN. 

I comply with the request of the hon. Mr. Ewing 
by making the following statement of facts: , 

When the bill for the establishment of a fiscal 
agent, which had been reported by Mr. Clay, had 
been returned with the veto of the president, I was 
requested to unite with Mr. Sergeant in preparing 
and reporting a bill to establish a bank on the basis 
of the project submitted to the senate by Mr. Ewing 
or such other bill as we believed could become a 
law. ‘The alternative authority was given express- 





My pear stm: | have your note of this date, in 


ly with a view to enable us to ascertain, with more 


which you request me to state any facts known to | precision than was found in the veto message in 


me ‘tas to the origin of the bill to create a fiscal cor- 
poration of the United States, recently returned to) 
the house of representatives by the president with 
his objections;” and, in reply, [ beg leave to say 
that, soon after the bill which originated in the se- 
nate to charter a Bank of the United States had been 
laid before the president, it was currently reported 
that he Nad strong objections to signing it. Feeling 
much anxiety for the success of the measure, at the 
request of some of my friends and colleagues, | call- 
ed on the president to express the hope that the bill 
might receive his approval. From what was said in 
regard to its provisions, I inferred that the power to 
make Jocal discounts ou promissory notes formed 


‘the chief if not the only ground of objection in the 


mind of the president, and I understood him to say 
that he was in favor of a fiseal agency of deposite, 
and exchange, and that a bill to create a corporation 
with thosé powers would meet his approbation. On 
returning to my lodgings, I informed my friend, the 
hon. Wm. C. Johnson, of what I understood to be the 
president’s objection to the bill then before him, and 
of his opinion in regard to an institution such as I 
have mentioned. The next morning Mr. J. and my- 
self prepared a sketch embracing the principles and 
powers of such a measure. I made two copies of it; 
one I handed to him, the other 1 carried to the pre- 
sident’s. We examined it together, and it met his 
approbation. The hon. Edward Stanly also conver- 
sed with him on the subject, and I am authorised to 
say understood him in the same way. So entirely 
persuaded was I that the measure would secure the 
approval of the president, that I did not hesitate to 
express this opinion to those with whom I conversed 
on the subject. I ascertained, however, that the 
whig members of congress were generally opposed 
to it, and not willing to countenance the idea of any 
new measure, hoping and believing the president 
would sign the bill we had passed. 

On the following dwy—the Saturday, I think, be- 
fore the first veto—I informed the president that 
there was no prospect or probability of passing such 
a bill. At this intelligence he expressed much re- 
gret. ‘T'wo or three days after this he returned to 
the senate the bill we had passed, with his objec- 
tions. His message was understood to indicate very 
clearly that the power to make local discounts form- 
ed the chief ground of his objection to the bill, and 
to convey the idea that such a measure as was soon 
after brought forward in the house of representa- 
tives would be approved by him. This was in ac- 
cordance with my own opinion from what had pass- 
ed between him and myself. The whigs of both 
houses immediately took the necessary steps to pre- 
pare such a measure as they supposed would meet 
Several members from 


the views of the executive. 


what particular form the president would feel autho- 
rised to approve such a bill, and the whole power 
was conferred and received in a spirit of concilia- 
tion to the executive, and from an earnest desire on 
the part of the majority in congress to co-operate 
with the president in the adoption of some fiscal 
agent which should meet the wishes and the wants 
of the country. Mr. Sergeant and I waited on the 
president, and, at my request, Mr. W. C. Dawson, 
accompanied us. 

It is not proposed to detail the particulars of the 
conversation at this interview, unless it shall be de- 
sired by some one who has the authority of the pre- 
sident for asking it. It suffices to state its result. 
The president, referring to his veto message, expres- 
sed himself in favor of a-fiscal agent divested of the 
discounting power, and limited to dealing in bills of 
exchange other than those drawn by one citizen of a 
state upon another citizen of the same state. He de- 
clared his determination to confer with his cabinet 
on the question whether the assent of the states 
ought to be required in the establishment of the 
agencies to be employed by the corporation, and al- 
so as to the propriety of holdinz with us that infor- 
mal communication, promising to inform us of the 
result by a note to be sent in the course of the day. 
In the course of the same day Mr. Webster came to 
the capitol, with instructions, as he stated, to com- 
municate to me vervally the determination of the 
president, he (the president) believing that that mode 
of communication would be equally acceptable with 
the written one which had been promised. He pro- 
ceeded to state that the president would approve a 
bill for the establishment of a fiscal agency, limited 
tu dealing in foreign bills of exchange. And to the 
question whether he would require that the assent 
of the states should be obtained for the establishment 
of the agencies to be employed by the corporatior 
he answered that he would not. He suggested the 
expediency of changing the name of the corpora- 
tion, which was acquiesced in: and by an arrange- 
ment then made with Mr. Webster, I received Mr. 
Ewing and Mr. Sergeant at my lodgings at 5 o’clock 
of the same afternoon, The details of the bill sub 
sequently introduced by Mr. Sergeant, were then and 
there agreed upon, in conformity with the views of 
the president, as communicated to me by Mr. Web- 
ster, and repeated by Mr. Ewing; and in reply to the 
question, also proposed to Mr. Ewing, whether the 
president would require the assent of the states to 
the establishment of the agencies, he (Mr. Ewing 
likewise replied in the negative. The ‘sketch thus 
arranged was committed to Mr. Sergeant, who pre- 
pared from it the bill which he subsequently intro- 
duced in the house of representatives, a copy of 
| which was, as I understood from Mr. Sergeant be- 
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fore introducing it, sent to Mr. Webster, to be by him 
submitted to the president. This was the same bill 
which subsequently passed both houses of congress, 
and which was returned by the president with his 
second veto. J. MACPHERSON BERRIEN. 
MEMORANDUM BY MR. SERGEANT. 

In compliance with a request to testify what I 
know of the matter embraced in the above statement 
by Judge Berrien, I have carefully examined the 
same, and concur with him in every part of it, ex- 
cepting only that which details the conversation he 
had with Mr. Webster. The rest is personally 
known to me; but not having been present at the in- 
terview between Judge Berrien and Mr. Webster, | 
cannot speak of it from any knowledge of my own. 
I well remember, however, that Judge Berrien told 
me what had passed very soon after he had seen Mr. 
Webster, (I think on the same day,) in substance as 
he has reduced it to writing; so that I never had a 
doubt, and have not now, of his correctness. The 
conviction is confirmed by conversations between 
Mr. Webster and myself, which took place after the 
meeting with Mr. Ewing referred to by Judge Ber- 
rien, and before | moved the proposed bill in the 
house of representatives. These conversations were 
brief, but they were by appointment and not casual, 
were earnest and to the point; so that I do not think 
there was any error in my understanding of them at 
the time, nor in my recollection since. 

I desire further to say, as I can do with unhesita- 
ting confidence, that my sole object in the whole pro- 
ceeding, and, I believe, the object generally of those 
who took part in it, was, by a candid ascertainment 
and comparison of individual views and mutual ex- 
planations, fairly obtained, in perfect good faith, to 
endeavor to conciliate opinion and agree upon a mea- 
sure which could become a law, and meet the pub- 
lic exigency. So far as I can know or believe, there 
was no other purpose whatever. 

JOHN SERGEANT. 

Philadelphia, November 2, 1841. 
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THE REVENUE BILL. 





MR. FILLMORE’S SPEECH. 
In committee of the whole house on June 9, 1842. 


Mr. Fiti-more arose and addressed the committee 
at length. He regretted that the limited time allow- 
ed to the committee on ways and means, and their 
necessary devotion to the details of the bill which 
they had reported, had precluded the possibility of 
their submitting a report to accompany it, and which 
if properly prepared would have been far more satis- 
factory to the house than any brief explanation 
which he was eapable of submitting. Every person 
must admit that the question under consideration was 
one of the greatest magnitude that could be submit- 
ted tothe American congress relating to our domes- 
tic affairs. Nothing but the question of war and 
peace could be of more importance than the mode 
of raising the requisite revenue to carry on the gov- 
ernment. It was a subject so complicated in its 
character, that he was satisfied, no man could ap- 
proach it without being overwhelmed with its de- 
tails. He regretted that neither the committee or 
the house had been furnished with proper and au- 
thentic information on which to base their action. 
Ten years, although it was known that a revision 
was to be made, had been suffered to elapse, with- 
eut steps having been taken by congress or the exe- 
cutive to collect well authenticated information on 
which to base their future legislation. All they now 
have, are the annual reports on commerce and navi- 
gation, showing the amounts of imports and exports, 
and the yalue of the articles at the eustom house, 
but wholly omitting to furnish the value of the apti- 
cles in the markets of the country, and what amount 
was produced in the country, all of which was indis- 
pensable for proceeding correctly in revising the 
system. He regretted that the resolution moved 
last session for the appointment of a committee wita 
authority to send for persons and papers to collect 
information on the subject had ol been adopted. 
How much better was the course pursued by Great 
Britain of having a committee, who sent for practi- 
eal men on both sides of the question, and published 
their evidence tothe country. In this country in the 
confusion of debates on mere theories and abstrac- 
tions, the truth is wholly lost sight of. He regretted 
that the house had withheld from the able committee, 
to which they had referred the subject of manufac- 
tures same important powers which they ought to 
have been invested with in order to enable them to 
obtain the information which we now ought to have 
had before us. But with al] those discouragements 
that committee had collected many of the facts use- 
ful to this house and country; but Mr. F. felt the 
want of the information which that committee might 


otherwise have supplied, and which would have 
been (as they themselves would be satisfied) of great 
advantage to the country. The house, after having 
referred the subject to the committee on manufac- 
tures, it was but too apparent, expected also some 
action from the committee on ways and means. This 
committee having no time to collect requisite infor- 
mation applied therefor to the proper executive de- 
partment. The committee having gone through 
most of their laborious business on the appropriation 
bills, directed their chairman, on Lith February, to 
address a letter to the secretary of the treasury, 
from whom they had not yet then received the infor- 
mation called for. They waited in expectation from 
week to week till the 29th March, when no answer 
having been received, and viewing the pressure on 
this house, and apparently some complaint from the 
executive department because the committee had 
not acted, they directed their chairman to introduce 
a resolution into the house calling for that informa- 
tion, and the house adopted the resolution on the 
29th March. No answer was received till the 9th 
May; and thus but one month and a half remained, 
before it was necessary for final action to consider a 
question, that had occupied the cepartment, possess- 
ing all the powers that it did, for the collection and 
arrangement of the details of this subject, from the 
commencement of the session in December to the 
9th May last. Mr. F. was satisfied, however, that 
in the present embarrassed state of the treasury, the 
head of that department had done all in his power 
to forward his business, and mentioned it only as a 
justification of the committee of ways and means 
for not having earlier submitted a bill, and also, as 
an apology for the defects in this bill. As an addi- 
tional apology also for its defects, he would state 
that the secretary had not communicated to them 
the information he had thus been five months in col- 
lecting;—why, he knew not; perhaps he had thought 
it prudent and discreet to withhold it. 


As this 1s a revenue bill to supply the wants of the 
treasury, he would be disposed to consider it solely 
in that view. The first consideration is, what amount 
of revenue is required to carry on this government? 
for, on this question perhaps would depend the rate 
of duty imposed on every article ‘in the bill. He 
would call the attention of the committee to the re- 
port of the secretary accompanying his project on 
page 3, where he estimates the ordinary expenses of 
the government for 1842, at between twenty-five and 

26,000,000, and the amount for liabilities, debts, 
and redemption of treasury notes, at about 7,000,000 
dollars, making in all $33,822,000. Then followed 
the secretary’s estimates for 1843 and °44, making 
the expenditures for the three years $98,242,000. 
That included the payment of treasury notes out- 
standing, and the debt contracted due and falling due 
on the Ist January two years hence. During the 
four years of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, the 
average annual expenditures, independent of the 
public debt was near $28,000,000. If this past ex- 
perience afforded a guide to the future, they might 
calculate the annual expenses hereafter at between 
27 and 28,000,000, independent of the amount to be 
raised to pay the public debt that now exists. But 
intelligent minds had made calculations and divers 
estimates of the probable future expenditures were 
made which varied from 18,000,000 to $26,000,000; 
the subject must, therefore, be to a great extent a 
matter of conjecture. But assuming that the spirit 
of retrenchment in this house should be carried out, 
(thoygh he regretted its destructive operation on the 
institutions of the country,) he was willing then also 
to assume that there would be a reduction of 3 or 
4,000,000 for some years to come, and if so, that the 
expenditures would amount to only 23 or 24,000,000 
dollars, exclusive of 3,000,000 for the interest of the 
public debt, and for a sinking fund for its redemp- 
tion. 

The next question was how is this annual §27,000,- 
010 to be supplied? The 8th section of the first ar- 
ticle of the constitution grants the sole power, and 
it is in the following words; 

“The congress shall have power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defence and general 
welfare of the United States; but all duties, im- 
posts, and excises, shall be yniform throughout the 
United States.” 

We had three modes then, and three modes only; 
first, by ‘‘taxes;” secondly, by “duties or imposts; 
thirdly, by “excises... Now which of these would 
they resort to? One they had to resort to; there was 
no other mode by which the treasury could be sup- 
plied. 

The idea of a direct taxation, suggested when 
this subject was Jast cqnsidered jn this house, by a 
gentleman from S. Carolina, had a very general cir- 
culation in this country, and seemed to haye found 





much favor in this house, as he thought without due 


tt, ss 
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consideration. In 1798, the revenues from customs 
and excises being inadequate, a Jaw was passed, di- 
recting a valuation of property and negroes in the 
U, States. Before adopting this scheme, gentlemen 
had better examine its evils, the hordes of execy. 
tive appointments, and the tremendous executive 
power it created, and its constant necessity of reya. 
uations. The officers would be worse than the 


bed-chamber. 

Since the commencement of this go- 
vernment, the revenue that has been 
collected, has been as follows: To- 


tal amount collected, - - - $913,000,000 
Of which, from duties, - - 746,000,000 
“ excises, - . - 22,000,000 
6 direct taxation, only, - 12,000,000 
6 public lands, - - - 109,000,000 

se dividends and bonuses of 
the United States Bank, - - 20,000,000 


(being 8,000,000 more than all that from direct 
taxes.) 

Mr. Rhett considered the millions and millions col- 
lected by the post office, to be direct taxation, and 
inquired if that was meluded in his estimates. 

Mr. Fillmore considered the post office as a sepa- 
rate department, collecting its own means to pay its 
own expenses; there had been some small amount, 
only about $1,500,000, which was included in his se- 
cond and third items. The ordinary revenues of the 
post office were not included. Mr. F. referred to 
these facts to show that since the commencement of 
government, direct taxation had not been thought 
the proper mode to supply the wants of the treasury. 

The next mode was by excises. Mr. F. had heard 
very intelligent gentlemen in and out of this house, 
speak of this as an eligible mode. Had they well 
considered this subject. The very name ‘‘excisc” 
in Great Britain had long been odious wherever it 
had been exercised. A duty in the shape of excise 
had been recommended during the first two years of 
the government: but it had now become so odious 
that he ventured to say that no administration would 
dare to impose it. A report was made by Alexan- 
der Hamilton, recommending the imposition of ex- 
cises, and calling it ‘internal revenue!” There was 
a great deal in the change of a name, especially 
when that name had become so odious. 

What had been the history of raising revenue by 
the country from which we derived our institutions 
by excises? He would read from McCulloch a sen- 
tence or two in reference to the question and the 
history of this mode of raising revenue in Great 
Britain. McCulloch, says: 


“Excise, the name given to the duties or taxes 
laid on such articles as are produced and consumed 
at home. Customs duties are those laid on commo- 
dities when imported into or exported from a coun- 
try.” 

‘There (continued Mr. F.) was the distinction. 
One was the duty which they imposed on their own 
rnanufactures and their own products. One conse- 
quence of the imposition of duties of this kind was, 
that we should have a swarm of officers pervading 
every part of the country to examine who were ei- 
gaged in the manufacture of any article for the pur- 
pose of laying a duty on it. Another conseqnence 
was, a complication in legislation on the subject. If 
we imposed duties on goods manufactured by our 
own citizens, we prevented them from coming fairly 
into the markets of the world, without the duties 
were refunded when exported. The consequence 
was, at every port there had to be an examination to 
see whether these goods had paid excise duties. 
Another consequence was, that these excise duties 
were often evaded by the producer. The utmost 
vigilance the government could exercise would not 
prevent frauds even where the population was s0 
thick as in Great Britain. But when they came toa 
country like ours, spreading over thousands of miles, 
every body must see that it was impossible to carry 
into effect a law imposing excise duties. Another 
consequence growing out of these excise duties in 
England was, that the legislation in that country had 
been such that the excise duty refunded often ex- 
ceeded the amount paid. 

Take, for instance, sugar or glass for illustration. 
By the laws of Great Britain an excise duty was im- 
posed on the manufacture of glass, byt for the pur- 
pose of enabling the manufacturer to meet the citi 


the world, the amount of these excise duties was 
provided by law to be refunded when the glass was 
exported, 
which this article was composed were such as that 
by legislation, jt was said, the government paid three 
cents per lb. to the exporter of glass more thal 
what he paid into the treasury as excise duty, there- 








the peaple a bounty on all the glass exported for the 


frogs of Egypt; they would be found in every man’s » 


zens of other countries in the common markets of 


It so happened that the materials of 


by drawing from the pockets of the great mass of 
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benefit of the manufacturers. Take another in- bill in substance was the project as received from question. Unless some gentleman could show that 
stance Which came to the knowledge of the commit- the secretary of the treasury. Although the com- any clause could be altered to increase the amount, 
tee, showing what must be the consequence of re-| mittee of ways and means had changed many of its no change need be made for protection or otherwise. 
sorting to excises for supplying the treasury. Some details, sometimes increasing and sometimes dimin- It was unnecessary to discuss the question of protec- 
of those gentlemen who were engaged in the refin-| ishing the amount of the duty, as they thought it tion. If they could not resort to direct taxation or to 
ing of sugar in this country came before the com- | was likely to produce more revenue, aud by adding excises to supply the treasury, and wanted this bill 
mittee and represented that sugar refiners in Great| some very important provisions for the purpose of to raise no more than to supply it, then it was a re- 
Britain could export refined sugar and sell it at 6/| supplying the statistics for legislation hereafter, yet , venue bill and a revenue bill only. 
cents per Ib., while the cost of the raw article was | the main features were as they were in the bill re-| Although that was the view he was disposed to take 
about ll cents. Mr. F. had told them there must be | ceived from the department. jof this bill, and although he was disposed to listen to any 
some mistake about it, as the raw article cost 11/ He believed the amount of revenue to be produ- | amendments to any article to increase the amount, yet 
cents per Ib. and yet the refiners in London, after | ced by this bill would be about the same as would be | it might be well toconsider the subject with reference 
exporting it across the ocean, could return it and| produced bythe bill from the department. What, | to the incidental protection of our own industry. He 
sell it at 6 cents per lb. But there was an explana-| then, were they to rely on? The secretary of the | was not one of those who professed to be indifferent 
tion in this, growing out of these excise laws. By | treasury, for the purpose of ascertaining the proba- | to our own interests. His own opinion was that we 
the laws of Great Britain, a certain duty was im-;| ble amount to be derived from this bill, had taken | had better take care of ourselves; and while he would 
osed on sugar and molasses, and a certain amount| the importations of 1840, and for every article on not embarrass trade between this and foreign coun- 
of drawback was allowed on all that was exported.| which he proposed a duty in this bill had carried , tries, yet if by legislation an advantage was to be given 
The legislature of Great Britain, on examination, had| out the amount of duty. The aggregate amount to one over the other, he preferred his own country 
become satisfied that the amount refunded on the ex-| thus estimated was $32,603,335 27; deducting ex- to all the world. In reference to protection he ad- 
orted article greatly exceeded the amount received, | penses of collection and drawbacks, $5,160,000, it | mitted that duties might be so levied for protection 
and therefore changed the Jaw, directing that this| left a nett revenue which the secretary estimated that, if carried out, the consequence must be probi- 
sugar should be imported ‘tin bond,” as it was call-| from his bill of $27,443,335. bition and the loss of revenue. He was for no such 
ed—that the importer should give bond thatit wasto| Here he would remark that the secretary had | protection as that. He had no disguise of his senti- 
be imported only for the purpose of refining, and | made the estimate of drawbacks in gross. It would | ments on the subject. He believed that if all the re- 
then no duty should be paid and none be refunded. | have been more satisfactory to him (Mr. F.) and to | strictive systems were done away with here and in 
The consequence of that law was, that it broke) the house if he-had given the amount of exports of every other country, and they could confidently rely 
down one-half of the sugar refiners in London, | each article on which drawbacks were allowed. It | on peace and the endurance of peace, that would be 
thereby confirming the supposition that the amount} would, besides other information, show them whe-|the most prosperous and happy state; they would 
of drawbacks paid greatly exceeded the amount of | ther articles were imported merely for consumption power what they could, and sell it where they could 
duty paid on the raw article. Another thing that! or for exportation. He doubted not but the house | buy the cheapest. But although this as a theory was 
appeared was, that in refining this article a large| was apprized of the fact that all goods imported be- | beautiful, yet when they came to reduce it to prac- 
amount of residuum or sugar-house molasses was re-| yond a certain amount were liable to be exported, tice, there were exceptions to this rule, and most im- 
tained, and those who had introduced the raw mate-| and when exported, the amount of duty which they | portant exceptions, and such as ought not to escape 
rial for the purpose of refining had got the benefit of; paid was refunded in drawbacks. Thus it was that the observations of any man. 
selling the molasses that remained without paying a|they might have importations and an apparent| Jt was said by those in favor of free trade that if 
duty on it. -amount of revenue up to $50,000,000, yet when | they imposed a duty for the protection of manufac- 
These were some of the illustrations growing out they looked at the exportations and drawbacks re- | tures, they gave preference to those engaged in man- 
of attempting legislation for raising revenue by ex- funded, the amount would be greatly reduced. ‘ufactures over those who were not. This was not 
cises. But he wanted to read a short history of | Although the secretary had given this as the re- | the case. aig | dg ne ee gga lne oe 
these excise duties: ‘sult of his bill, yet he (Mr. F.) was satisfied, on a | nufacturer. , by levying a duty on cotton cloth, 


“Excise duties were introduced into England by | jose examination of the bill, that it could not be re- | the manufacture of that article was found to be pro- 
the long parliament in 1643; being then laid on the | 


‘fitable, they could not limit the number to be engag- 
’ re: =o “| lied on. In the first place he was prepared to con- |". 
seo ~ ee Pay. — Soyow — Or the | cede that the secretary had taken a year when the n 7 re wes Oy aN “gee ped Tos couleainaee 
reputed boc 6 69m dace "ihae yr sepsntieind importations were below the average for the last se- | ‘TOM “4 to 4 might engag ’ oe 
. ? 4-4 4 


| cals Spline tel : , only | Would then be so great that it would be no more pro- 
should be continued no longer than the termination een amen Se aes fitable than any other business. 


/$107,000,000, while the average importations for the | ; ; 
It was said that this protection was given for the 


of the war. But it was found too productive a/ceven years from 1834 to 1840, inclusive, were 
source of revenue to be again relinquished; and when | gj 41,900,000; and yet, notwithstanding the great | purpose of benefiting those engaged in manufactures. 
the nation had been accustomed to it for a few) disparity between the year 1840 and the average of He wished gentlemen to mark the difference between 
years, the parliament declared, in 1649, that the | these seven years, he was satisfied that the secreta-| protection and encouragement. In the infancy of 
‘impost of excise was the most easy and indifferent | 1.5, 31) could not be relied on to produce a sufficient | productions it might be deemed necessary to encou- 
levy that could be laid upon the people.’ It was | smount ot aeenein ‘rage the production of necessary articles. Suppose 
placed on a new footing at the restoration; and not-| One creat reason why the average of the seven | salt was a necessary article, and for the purpose of 
withstanding Mr. Justice Blackstone says that ‘from: Re mine pao s0 y nant and = much aleatie supplying the community with it in @ state of war, it 
its first original to the present time its very name | that of 1840, was ‘am iin ian of the excessive | was thought advisable to encourage its production, 
has been odious to the people of England,’ (Com.  jmportations of 1836, they being in that year nearly | and a duty was laid on it with that view, was it laid 
book, 1. C. 3,) it has continued progressively to gait double what they were in ordinary circumstances. | in reference to the benefit of the individuals engaged 
ground; and is at this moment imposed on a variety! 1 was eae 1o<advert to the anmens ef Abin _in its manufacture in preference to any other portion 
of most important articles, and furnishes nearly half i+ was sufficient ie that it was a fact. One cause | of the community? Notatall. The duty was laid 
the eure public revenue of the kingdom.” __| probably was the great destruction of property by |on it for the purpose of encouraging its production 
These duties (continued Mr. F.) were imposed in fre jn New York city, all of which had to be sup-| for the benefit of the entire community. Every one 
that country because by imposts and direct taxation hil’ tre taanebtadtnann ‘ But, in 1839. the amount | was at liberty to engage in its production or manu- 
they had exhausted every other means of supplying | vas cigs tt doubled. It was these excessive | facture. He did not pretend to say when it was pro- 
the treasury. The recent proceedings of parlia- | i, portations for 1836 and 1839 that swelled the ave- | per to encourage the manufacture of any particular 
ment showed that they had been obliged to resort to | re a amount for the seven Years ebove wilat they | necessary articles, but there were times when a na- 
the war measure—to tax incomes on the government. could rele On. Another pevgtt wos: thet during all | tion did not act wisely in not giving protection to 
Those who might think that the treasury could be | 4)e¢¢ years more than one-half of our whole amount | necessary articles for the purpose of rendering them- 
supplied by duties on excises would do well to read | o¢ salediate niin came infree. During a great part | selves in case of war independent of foreign nations. 
the report made by Mr. Ranpo.ru, chairman of the | o¢ this time the currency of the country was greatly |He did not say what they were, but there were arti- 
committee of ways and means, and to refer to the | j,qated. prices were hizh, and there were strong in- | cles of food and clothing so indispensable to the na- 
history of the times when Pennsylvania itself was déchisents for importations and for purchases. ‘This ‘tion that they neglect their duty to the country if in 
in rebellion against this law. They would there | .oemed to have 5. éveridcked raising revenue they did not encourage the produc- 
find that Ranpoupn stated that the expenses of col- | , He therefore concluded that. although the secre- ‘tion of these articles for the purpose of obtaining them 
lecting these excise duties were equal to about 35) tary had taken a year below the average of the se- ‘in astate of war when they could not get them by 
per cent. on the whole amount collected. Was any | wale years preceding yet he had taken a higher commerce. 
person prepared boldly to come forward and pro- amount of importations than they could rely on | This provision rests (said Mr. F.) precisely on the 
pose to supply the wants of the treasury by the im-| when they came to impose duties on all articles im- | same principle as your annual appropriations for an 
position of so odious a tax as this, to be collected at | ported. He believed all would concede that, for ‘army andanavy. Youdo not want either in a state 
So enormous an expense? If not, what then foliow-| the present and probably for the succeeding year of profound peace, and you pour out your millions 
ed? We had but one other resource, but one other there taust necessarily be a great depression in iene: ‘every year to keep them up, and to increase them, 
mode by which the wants of the treasury could be | ang that our importations must necessarily be small. | that you may be prepared to meet an enemy when 
Supplied; and that was, by imposing duties on im-! Phere was not ademand, nor could there be until| war shall come. So here you are at the expense of 
ports, which the bill now before them proposed. prosperity was restored, for the consumption of fo-| preserving the manufacture of necessary articles, 
Mr. F. trusted, after what had been said of the reign goods, any thing in 1835, 1836, or 1837, not- | that, when war comes, you may be able to supply 
objections that might be urged against direct taxes | withstanding. ‘ | the wants of the country. And how does this differ 
or excise duties for supplying the wants of the trea-| ‘Then they might conclude that this bill would pro- | from the manner in which we all act in the every 
sury, and when it was apparent to every body that | duce something like $27,000,000. The secretary had | day concerns of life? Do we not all consent to pay 
this was the only remaining mode; and we had| estimated it a little over. Mr. F. thought for this | the rate of insurance on our dwellings, in order to 
the experience of fifty years to show that out! and the succeeding year it must be a little below that) provide against the possible occurrence of their be- 
of $900,000,000 of revenue collected, upwards of | amount; but for a series of years it might be about | ing consumed by fire? Do we not continue to pay 
§/46,000,000 of jt had been collected by this mode;| that. But, after all, any person who would look over ‘this charge for twenty, thirty, forty years, simply 
that no further argument was necessary to show past years, and see the revenue varying from that, when the accident comes, we may be ready to 
that this was the best, if not the only mode, to which $13,000,000 to $24,000,000 in different years, must | meet the consequences? Just so we protect the pro- 
they ought to resort for supplying the wants of the| be satisfied that they could only calculate on the | ductions of an article of necessity to be ready for 
treasury. amount of revenue to be produced for a series of | the occurrence of war when it can no longer be im- 
‘The next question presenting itself, then, was, years, and not with any confidence on what was to) orted from abroad. We do not do this to favor one 
Will this bil] supply the wants of the treasury? ‘‘Is| be produced for any single year. Assuming, then, | more than another: the manufacture of the article 
it sullicient?” Here he would take the liberty of} that this bill might produce from $25,000,000 to | is open to all: we protect not a class of men, but “a 
Stating, for the information of the house, that the 27,000,000, it seemed to him there was an end of the | article of consumption, and that in order that the 
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country may have it in the day of calamity. We are 
willing to add a little from year to year to our bur- 
dens, in order that we may have within ourselves, 
and independent of any foreign power, the ability to 
supply our own wants. This, then, is one case in 
which it is proper to discriminate in the imposition 
of duties. 

But there is yet another case—a case which [ re- 
gret to say too often occurs, and which is the effect 
of self-interest and national rivalry: it is the case 
where foreign legislation is so conducted as to ex- 
clude your native products from foreign markets. 
Here is an agricultural community occupying one of 
the broadest and most fertile tracts of country in the 
world, adapted by nature, as in the northern states 
of this union, for the production of breadstuffs. The 
people are desirous of continuing their agricultural 
occupations, and thus supplying themselves with 
whatever they want from other countries. But Great 
Britain, who supplies them with all manufactures of 
iron, and also with clothing such as they do not find 
it convenient to make for themselves, while she is 
willing to send them any quantity of these articles, 
refuses utterly to take any one of their agricultural 
eis in return. What is to be the consequence? 

ust they continue to produce grain, ae | to rot in 
their barns, while at the same time they have to pay 
specie for all the manufactures they import from En- 
gland? No, sir; no. Here arises a case in which it 
is the duty of their government to interpose; and the 
government is clearly justified in meeting restriction 
by restriction, not in any spirit of resentment or ill- 
will, Great Britain has done us no harm: she has 
but exercised a natural right, a sovereign right, which 
belongs to her.as an independent nation. We pass 
countervailing duties, not as a punishment, not as an 
act of hostility, but merely for our own protection— 
merely that some of our own people, who had raised 
corn and wheat and cattle, may be able to make their 
own cloth, and provide their own manufactures of 
iron, and that thus there may be a home market for 
those who continue to raise grain. We manifest by 
this no enmity, no ill-will, toward Great Britain. 
We do nothing of which she has any just right to 
complain. We only create and preserve a market 
for those whose products she refuses to receive. Is 
there any thing unjust in this? It seems to me there 
is not. 


These are the two cases in which we may legiti- 
mately legislate in the way of protection, viz: to pro- 
vide against the occurrence of a state of war, and in 
peace to meet the restrictions of foreign governments, 
and to secure a home market for our own agricultu- 
rists. 

But it is said that more than this is intended by 
this bill, and those who advocate it. Now I hold 
that we should look at results and effects rather than 
at any intentions. The effect certainly is to encou- 
rage and to protect home manufactures. If you lay 
a duty of a dollar a yard on cloth, the necessary and 
natural effect will be to encourage, so far, the home 
manufacture of cloth. The result is inevitable, whe- 
ther we intend it or not. We cannot avoid it if we 
would. 

These are my views on the subject of protective 
duties—that they are passed not for the purpose of 
giving one class of the community a preference over 
another class, but merely as a provision beforehand 
against a state of war, and as providing a home mar- 
ket for our own producers: beyond that I am not pre- 
pared to go; and I would do this only while exercis- 
ing our clear constitutional right to levy duties for 
revenue. 

Yet, in the laying of duties for revenue, and for 
revenue alone, it must be apparent to all that discri- 
mination is necessary. If you impose a high duty 
on articles of smal] bulk and great comparative va- 
lue, the duty cannot be collected. What duty can 
you collect on q watch, for example, or on the mi- 
nute parts of watch machinery? They can so readi- 
ly be concealed about the person, and in various 
ways, that detection is impossible, and you never can 
prevent smuggling them. Hence on very small and 
very costly articles all nations have concurred in ex- 
acting low duties, that they may take away the temp- 
tation to evade the law. Even the governments of 
Great Britain and France, both of whom have im- 
posed very heavy duties for revenue as well as for 
protection, admit diamonds duty free; for the obvi- 


ous reason that they are so small and precious, that | 


no tax can be collected on them; no, not a tax of 
but one per cent. The same principle applies to 
jewelry in general and to laces. [ regret that it is 
so. Great injustice certainly grows out of it, but 
that is inherent in the nature of the case. We shouid 
prefer taxing articles of this description higher than 
all others, because they are articles of the highest 
Juxury, and those who consume them are best able 
to pay; but the law of nature is paramount to all hu- 
man legislation 


There is a further reason in favor of discriminat- 
ing duties: (and here [ know I shall have many sup- 
porters:) when articles are the produce of our own 
country we cannot impose very high duties upon 
them; because, if we do, we so increase their value 
that the home product will banish them entirely from 
the market, and the duty, being prohibitory, will 
yield no revenue. It will operate as a premium on 
production, and the government will get nothing from 
the duty. We see on the other side of the water a 
very strange political phenomenon: it is the leader of 
the British house of commons declaring himself in 
favor of free trade, and against imposing any duty 
over 20 percent. It reminds me of the language of 
Solomon, who, after all the excesses of a long life of 
pleasure, cries out that “all is vanity!” [A laugh.] 
Great Britain has carried the protective system so 
far, and practised it so long, that her home market is 
fully supplied, and now, forsooth, she pretends to 
great merit in reducing duties which cannot be col- 
lected. But mark the caution with which sir Robert 
Peel speaks of the duty upon sugar. He said he 
would not explain the reason of the duty on that ar- 
ticle: the reason is obvious enough: the climate of: 
England is too cold to produce the sugar beet; it does | 
not therefore come in competition with any of their | 
own products, and cannot become prohibitory; so it) 
may be taxed to any extent. That was the reason. | 
If you look at their official report you will see that’ 
Great Britain in 1840 raised the sum of twenty-two | 
millions of pounds sterling, being more than half 
the total amount of her revenue, from four articles ' 
—wines, tea, tobacco, and suzar—not one of which 
she could herself produce. Could either of them 
have been produced at home, does any one believe’ 
that her people would submit to have their’ price 
raised by a tax of ten times their value? Never. It 
was only because the ministry knew that the articles 
could not be raised in England, and that the vitiated 
taste of luxury would have them at any cost. On 
this principle it was necessary that there should be 
a discrimination as to articles of home production, in 
order that the duty may be so placed+ that while it 
does not exclude foreign competition, it may produce 
as much as possible to the government; in a word, 
at the point where our own products, and those from 
abroad may exist together in the same market and | 
by a competition produce the greatest amount of re-| 
venue and the lowest cost to the consumer. It is a 
difficult thing in practice to find that precise point in 
regard to each article; but the doctrine is theoretical- 
ly true—such a point must exist. 


I therefore conclude that no duty in this bill is too 
high, looking simply to the results to the treasury, 
unless:it is a duty on an article of home manufacture, 
and so high as to prohibit importation. If it can be 
shown that there are any such duties, then I go for 
reducing them to that point where the competition of 
the foreign and the home producer shall be the most, 
perfect. | 


Mr. Roosgeve rt here inquired whether there was 
no duty.in this bill so high as comparatively to dimin- 
ish the amount of revenue, so that lowering the duty 
would augment the result? 


Mr. Fittmore. It is possible there may be: if 
there be, | am not aware of it. If it can be shown 
that such is the fact, I say again that | go for reduc-, 
tion—with one.exception, however: I will not so re-' 
duce any duty as to glut the market with the foreign | 
product and break down our own manufacture, and 
then compel our citizens to buy all from abroad at, 
any price the foreigner chooses to demand: that I am | 
opposed to; but I go for fixing the duty so as to keep} 
up competition and keep down price; the other plan) 
must end in raising prices greatly. 

As an additional evidence that this bill is to be con- | 
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sidered only as a revenue measure, | beg leave here to | 
call the attention of the committee to a few statisti-, 
cal results. ‘Iney are results merely, as I shall not! 
detain or weary the committee by going into the de- | 
tails. My attention has been called to the amount! 
of duties realized under the act of 1822 as modi-| 
fied by the compromise act. If any one will ex- 
amine the amounts received from the customs 
since the first reduction by the, compromise act, he 
will find that never, save in a single year, (and then 
for peculiar reasons), has the revenue received equal- 
led the expenditures of the government; one year, 
in which the imports were very unusually large and 
the expenditures unusually small, is an exception: in 
all the other years the customs have not yielded us 
enough to carry on the government. 


In 1834 the recpts. were 16 mils. the expend. 18 mils. 








1835 do. 19 do. 17 do. 
1836 do. 23 do. 29 do. 
1837 do, 11 do. 31 do. 
1838 do. 16 do. 31 do. 
1839 do. 23 do. 25 do. 
1840 do. 13 do. 22 do. 


= 
neem 


Here is the result of our wise legislation in reduc. 
ing the duties on imports! It shows that, during the 


fseven years of reduction, while our expenditures 


have been 176 millions, our receipts from the cys. 
toms were but 122 millions; leaving a deficit of 53 
millions of dollars, or an annual average short of 
coming to the amount of seven millions. I conclude 
from’a view of these facts, that our great diff. 
culty will be found to be, so to arrange the rate of 
duty as to obtain the largest practicable amount of 
revenue. 


While speaking on the subject of protection, there 
was one important point [ omitted to mention. It js 
this: I distinguish between government encourage- 
rent to begin a branch of industry and government 
protection after men have engaged init. In the first 
case, the act of the government is voluntary and 
spontaneous. Before holding out encouragement to 
any portion of a community to engage in a particu. 
lar pursuit in which they are not now occupied, the 
government ought well to consider what benefits are 
likely to result from it; the benefits should enure to 
the entire community as a whole, and not merely to 
the individuals who are encouraged to embark in it. 
If a branch of industry is so important in its bear- 
ings on the public wants that it is highly important 
it should be established as a provision against a state 
of war, then as the strongest advocates of free trade 
themselves admit, the government may legislate with 
a view to encourage its establishment. But after 
they have done this, and after the people have, in 
consequence, engaged a new ‘pursuit, and embarked 
their capital, time, and skill it it, a new question 
arises, viz: whether you will, by your subsequent le- 
gislation, withdraw your protection, and strike that 
branch of industry to the ground? Your legislation in 
the first instance, is free, is voluntary! You may le- 
gislate, or you may abstain; but, in the latter case, 
the public faith is, to a certain extent, pledged; the 
people have engaged, at your invitation, in a new 
pursuit; you encouraged them to embark in it; and, 
having done so, you are under an implied obligation 
not to hew down what you yourselves incited them 
to build up. There is a clear, a broad, and a just 
distinction between protection beforehand and _pro- 
tection afterward. 


It is known to the house that there are two modes 
of imposing duties, one ad valorem, the other speci- 
fic: one looking to value, the other to quantity mere- 
ly. lam aware that there is a feeling which has 
pervaded the community ever since the compromise 
act, in favor of ad valorem duties as the preferable 
form of the two. Now Ido not know, and cannot pre- 
tend to say, how far prejudice or misconception may 
operate in this matter. Probably a little further ex- 
amination of thesubject would change opinions hasti- 
ly taken up. I concede that, in theory, which often 
holds out to us a false light, 


“That leads to bewilder, and dazzles to blind,” 


the ad valorem mode may seem to be the best; because 
it may be argued that in this mode the duty is in propor- 
tion to the actual value of thing taxed, which is the 
most eonformable to justice. In theory it seems very 
plausible. But by experience, which, after all, is the 
best teacher, it-is found that this apparently just 
raode of taxation leads to the most dangerous and 
the most mischievous results. If gentlemen will 
look at the last tariff adopted in England, they will 
find that the duties were made specific wherever it 
was possible tomake themso. And why? Why was 
this done by so wise, and experienced, and cautious 
a government? Because in imposing an ad volorem 
duty regard is always had to the cost of the article 
abroad, and not where the duty is paid. It may be 
asked why is this? Why not calculate the duty on 
the value of the article where imported? Because it 
is found impracticable. There are different qualities 
of the same article, and men’s opinions as to those 
qualities are always found to differ. Hence, ad volo- 
rem duties cannot be made uniform. Thus, a gallon 
of wine imported into New York may there have 
one value; a gallon of the same wine, imported into 
Charleston, may have there a higher or a lower va- 
lue: It is a matter of opinion. And if the duties are 
to be levied on this “home valuation,” as itis called, 
the duties will not be uniform, as the constitution re- 
quires them to be. 


To avoid this, the value is taken as in the foreign 
market whence the article is imported, or where it is 
made; to which is added the freight and other charges, 
Saye insurance. But how is this foreign value as- 
certained? First, by the invoice, which ought to be 
the best evidence possible; but every one must see 
that there is a very strong temptation to the produc- 
tion of fraudulent invoices; and such is human na- 
ture that experience proves the temptation often to 
be too strong to be resisted. The importer is sup- 
plied with two invoices: one in which the real value 
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s is set down, another in which they are 
i below the true amount. The latter is 
roduced to the collector, and thus the revenue is 
defrauded. And so shamefully common has this be- 
come that a man cannot compete in this branch of 
business without committing his conscience and cha- 
racter; hence it has fallen chiefly into the hands ofa 
set of foreigners who thus exclude our own citizens 
from the honest and honorable profits which their 
enterprise would otherwise secure to them, and 
drive them out of their own trade in their own mar- 
there remains, then, the other mode of levying spe- 
eificdutics. And whatare the objections urged against 
it? It is said, first, that it exacts the same amount 
of duty on the same quantity of goods, whether of a 
poorer or a better quality. And on this point an ap- 
eal is often made to popular prejudices. {admit 
that, so far as variation in value is concerned, it is 
necessary that, under a specific duty, the same tax 
is paid on a poor article as on one more valuable. 
But is there no compensation for this? There cer- 
tainly is: it often protects the poor from frauds. And, | 
what is of great consequence to the general welfare | 
of the country, it induces the importation of a better 
article, because it pays no more duty on account of its 





ject, because, as he states, he has not had time to 


examine the subject, or go at all into it. He leaves 
it entirely to congress. The warehousing plan forms 
no part or feature of his projet, and therefore the com- 
mittee of ways and means have not considered it their 
duty to enter into the subject, as they otherwise would 
have done. ° 

What are the benefits it is calculated to produce? 

The plan has been adopted in Europe for many 
years. Indeed itis abouta century ago since the first 
attempt was made to introduce it in England under 
the administration of sir Robert Walpole; but so great 
were the clamors of the merchants, who had been 
long in the habit of defrauding the government by 
obtaining credit on their bonds, that the administra- 
tion was finally forced to abandon the scheme. In- 
deed, Walpole was at one time in danger of losing 
his life in a mob in consequence of his endeavors to 
carry it through parliament. Since then it never 
had been successfully attempted until 1803, when is 
was adopted by the British government and has been 
practised ever since. I have here a synopsis of the 
acts in reference to it. The warehousing system is 
a provision for lodging imported articles in ware- 
houses until they are taken out and used for home 
consumption, when the duties are paid; if they are 





increased value. 

Another objection urged against specific duties is, 
that the duty continues at one fixed rate, while the 
value of the taxed article fluctuates from time to, 


time, either in consequence of the investment of more | 


capital, or of improved machinery and greater skill the provisions made for lodging imported articles in | 
in its manufacture. By this means a duty which,’ public warehouses, at a reasonable rent, without 
when first laid, might be very proper, in process Of payment of the duties on importation till they be 
time becomes prohibitory. As the value of the arti-| withdrawn for home consumption. If re-exported, | 


cle falls, the relative amount of duty increases, and 
vice verst. ROR, 
j admit that there is something in this. The com- 


mittee felt the force of the objection, and to meet it jebrated maxims on the subject of taxation, that 
they have done in this bill what never was done be- | 


fore: they have required the cullectors of the seve- 
ral ports to report the monthly value of goods im- 


ported, both the custom-house value and the whole-| p. 363.) No one can doubt the soundness of this 
sale market value. ‘I‘he secretary of the treasury is maxim; and yet it was very strangely neglected, down 
required to make from these returns a monthly ab-/ to 1803, in the management of the customs. Pre- 
viously to this period, the duties on most goods im- 


stract, and to publish it to the country; and in addi- 
tion to this, he is required to ascertain whether any 
article is charged thirty per cent. above the market 
value, and to report the fact to congress; so that, 
should there be any gross inequality growing out of the 
specific duty, it shall be brought to the notice of con- 
gress and of the country. 

We have been induced to impose specific duties 
wherever it was possible, with a view to avoid frauds. 
For although frauds do not exist to any thing*like 
the extent which has been supposed, yet the mere 
suspicion and general persuasion that they do, is near- 
ly as bad in its practical result. 1 wish that the cili- 
zens should feel entire confidence that they are not 
paying a higher duty than the foreign mercenary who 
has no conscience in his way. 

There is one other subject on which it is proper I 


should say a few words, and that is the subject of 


cash duties. ‘The secretary of the treasury has re- 
commended the cash system, and the committee has 
to a great extent adopted his recommendation. 


greatest consequence; opinions in regard to its eflects 
are widely dilierent. Some say that its operation 
will be highly salutary in preventing the European 
manufacturer from getting rid of his surplus stock 
by throwing it into our auction rooms, while he is 


getting a credit at the custom-house, and thus injur- 


ing all fair trade. 
reasons, in favor of adopting the system. 
looked into the documents and records on this sub- 


My own opinion is, for several 


ject, to discover what amount has been lost to the 


} have 


re-exported the duty is remitted. 

Here Mr. §'. read to some extent from McCulloch, 
giving a history of the warehousing system as prac- 
tised in England, as follows: 


“WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


no duty is ever paid. 
It is laid down by Dr. Smith, in one of his justly ce- 
“every tax ought to be levied at the time and in the 


manner that is most likely to be convenient for the 
‘contributor to pay it.”—( Wealth of Nations, vol. iii. 














| . 

| ‘1. Expediency and origin of the warehousing system. authorise the sec 
‘and so will be a violation of the constitution. 
wall due deference to gentlemen who urge this consti- 
-tutional objection, to me it does not seem that such 
a consequence will follow. We have the system now, 


ing the public believe that it would be fatal to the 
commercial prosperity of the country. The efforts 


|of the merchants were powerfully seconded by the 


spirit of party, which then ran very high. The po- 
tical opponents of the ministry, anxious for an oppor- 
tunity to prejudice them in the public estimation, 
contended that the scheme was only the first step to- 
wards the introduction of such a universal system of 
excise as would inevitably prove alike subversive of 
the comfort and liberty of the people. In conse- 
quence of these artful misrepresentations, the most 
violent clamors were every where excited against the 
scheme. On one occasion sir Robert Walpole nar- 
rowly escaped falling a sacrifice to the ungovernable 
fury of the mob, which beset all the avenues to the 
house of commons; and, after many violent and 
lengthened debates, the scheme was ultimately aban- 
doned.” 

Thus it is seen (said Mr. F.) that the scheme has 
worked well in England. In this country it was in- 
troduced in 1798, perhaps as early as 1791, though 
of that | am not sure, and has been in use ever since 
in reference to teas and sume other articles. 

But there 1s an objection urged against it which, if 
established, is like to be faial to it. The experience 
of Great Britain, it is said, has proved that it will 
not do to establish warehouses in all the small ports 
of the kingdom, and they have therefore selected cer- 
tain of the greater importing towns where alone the 
system is in operation. Now, our constitution de- 


By this system is meant clares that no preference shall be given to the ports 


of one state over those of another in the imposition 
of duties, which must be uniform throughout the U. 
tates. And it is said that if we shall pursue the 
British plan of establishing warchouses only in certain 
of the greater oe or if congress shall by law 
:lary of the treasury to do so, it 

will, in effect, be giving a preference to those ports, 
With 


in regard to some articles, and we may extend it; 
and if we do, the operation, in regard to the small 
ports and the large, will be like that of the post office 
system in regard to the great mail routes and the 


ported had either to be paid at the moment of their small, the one compensates for the other. 


importation, or a bond, with sufficient security for } 


The great collections at New York, for instance, 


their future payment, had to be given to the revenue will supply the means of paying for the system in 


| officers. 
system is obvious. 


The hardship and inconvenience of sucha smaller ports; and thus, by a general system, the 
{t was often very difficult to find whole country will collectively be benefitted. 


No 


' sureties; and the merchant, in order to raise funds to plan seems to me so well calculated to secure the 
pay the duties, was frequently reduced to the ruinous dues of the government, while at the same time it 


necessity of selling his goods immediately on their extends accommodation to the merchant. 
arrival, when, perhaps, the market was already events [am in favor of tr) ing it. 


glutted. 


Neither was this the only inconvenience it involves any violation of the constitution. 


At all 
I do not think that 
The 


that grew out of this system; for the daties having to object of that provision in the constitution which is 
‘be paid all at once, and not by degrees a3 the goods said to prohibit it was manifestly to prevent a pre- 


| were sold for consumption, their price was raised by 


ference of one state over another, by exacting less 


the amount of the profit on the capital advanced in duties in the ports of the one than in those of the 


/payment of the duties; competition, too, was dimin- | other. 


It certainly could not be to make the advan- 


ished in consequence of the greater command of funds : tages of every port in the United States equal; nature 


required to carry on trade under such disadvantages; | herself had rendered that impossible. 


The intent 


‘and a few rich individuals were enabled to monopo- | was to guard against a combination of some of the 
‘lise the importation of those commodities on which states to take advantage of others; to prevent the 


heavy duties were payable. The system had, besides, , 
Every one will see that this is 2 matter of the | an obvious tendency to discourage the carrying trade. has nothing to do with that. 
It prevented this country from becoming an entrepot | of trying the plan. : 
for foreign products, by hindering the importation of | we introduce the system of cash duties. 


great states from oppressing the smaller. But this 
I am, as I said, in favor 
Indeed, it will be unavoidable if 
It might be 


. 7 » ps ‘ 3 ai kes “a 
such as were not immediately wanted for home con- | very proper to make some difference as to goods 
‘sumption; and thus tended to Jessen the resort of fo- coming from beyond the Cape of Good Hope; but 


reiguers to our markets, inasmuch as it rendered it | that is easily arranged. 


I hope the committee on 


‘difficult, or rather impossible, for them to complete commerce will report us a bill presenting a matured 
‘an assorted cargo. -And in addition to ali these cir- | plan. 


treasury from the effects of the credit plan; and 1 | of every species of fraud. 


find from a report made in 1827-28, it was there stat- 


ed at seven wuidtions; and this, L think, was before the 


elfects of the great revulsion which tock place in! attention tila comparatively late period. 


‘cumstances, the difficulty of granting a really equiva- 
lent drawback to the exporters of such commodities 
_as had paid duty, opened a door for the commission 


“But these disadvantages and drawbacks, obvious 
'as they may now appear, did not attract the public 
Sir Rob- 


When I say that this bill contains nothing of it, I 
do not mean to be understood that there is not here 
some substitute for it. The bill provides that when 
'goods are imported from beyond the Cape they may 
‘remain in store ninety days before the duties are ex- 
acted. 
| Although there are in this bill some other subjects 


1836-°37, because the bonds then due were posponed _ert Walpole seems to have been one of the first who | of a general nature, | have detained the committee 


by congress. 


should this risk be run? Why should this special ta- 
vor be extended to the importing merchant? What 
right has he to claim it? Why should government 
run the risk of his business any more than those oi 
another man’s? ‘There can he no reason, so far as | 
can see, unless it is our policy to encourage exces- 
sive importations; and this is a policy which |, for 
one, Cannot approve. IL think our importations have 
been- vastly too great, and have involved us in a 
debt which presses on the nation. I wouid do no- 
thing to encourage or aggravate such a condition of 
things. 

But | am in favor of a modified warehousing sys- 
tem. ‘this { consider as the true substitute for the 
Credit system. ‘The secretary of the treasury has 
hot, indeed, made any recommendation on this sub- 


By giving the merchants credit on their 


| had a clear perception of their injurious influence; |so long that 1 will got now go further into its provi- 
duties the treasury had lost seven millions. Aud why land it was the principal object of the famous eacise | sions. 


scheme, proposed by him in 1733, to oblige the impor- 
ters of tobacco and wine to deposite them in public | 
warehouses; relieving them, however, from the ne-| 
cessity of paying the duties chargeable on them till | 
they were withdrawn for home consumption. 

‘‘No doubt can now remain in the mind of any one 
that the adoption of this scheme would have been of 
the greatest advantage to the commerce and industry 
of the country, But so powerful was the delusion 
generated in the public mind with respect to it, that 
its proposal well nigh caused a rebellion. Most of 








the merchants of the day had availed theinselves of 
the facilities which the existing system afforded of 
defrauding the revenue; and they ‘dexterously endea- 
vored to thwart the success of a scheme which would 
have given a serious check to such practices, by mak- 





1 must, however, before concluding, say a word or 
two touching the item in the clause now under con- 
sideration. 1 mean the article of wool. Some gen- 
tlemen will probably differ from the views of the 
committee on this subject. There seems indeed to 
have been some doubt in the mind of the secretary 
of the treasury in regard to it. The duty before has 
been forty per cent. ad valorem, and four cents per 
pound on wool worth eight cents; but this had been 
gradually coming down under the compromise act. 

I have had some trouble in finding the amount of 
importation under the high duty. ‘here is this dif- 
ference between wool and many other articles: be- 
ing produced not in one or twe confined spots and by 
comparatively two persons, but in a wide spreading 
|region and by great numbers of people, fer separat- 
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ed from each other, there can be no combinations evening excepting the returns to the 28th congress, 
and conspiracies to keep up its price. Such combi- was reconsidered and non-concurred in by a vote of 
nations not only may but do exist in regard to other 25 to 22. This left the second section where it was 
things. I have lately heard of some very strange when the bill came from the house, and various ef- 
facts on that subject. I have found that the iron, ferts were made to amend the second section. 
makers in England agree to regulate the quantity of; © Mr. Allen proposed his amendment before submit- 
iron produced, and thus to keep up its price to acer- ted, and it was again rejected. Mr. Benton’s was 
tain fixed standard, just as the proprietors of our, carried a second time by yeas 30, nays 16. 
steamboats, in some places, agree to run only so} Mr. Linn moved to except Missouri from the ope- 
many boats. rations of the second section. Mr. Walker, proposed 
If it is found that there is a surplus number of Mississippi also. Mr. Berrien proposed Georgia.— 
forges, the proprietors get together and make a de- Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, Connecticut. Mr. Wil- 
cree that only a certain set quantity of iron shall be | hams named Maine. 
produced; and this is either distributed pro rata; Mr. Merrick said he should oppose these amend- 
among all the forges, or some of the forges are sus-; ments in order to make the law equal. If certain 
pended from working. Nay, I have heard what is’ states were to be made exceptions, the effect would 
still more extraordinary. In Sweden the govern-| be unjust. The amendment was rejected, 24 to 22. 
ment annually regulates the amount of iron produced; Mr. Walker proposed an amendment that the states 
in the same manner and on the same principle; and now electing by genera! ticket should be an excep- 
also with a view to prevent the forests being too tion. The yeas and nays were called, and the amend- 
much invaded for the manufacture of charcoal; and | ment was lost by a tie vote, 23 to 23. 
the proprietors quietly submit to the regulation. Mr. Benton and Mr. Woodbury followed with amend- 
The same thing can at any time be accomplished | ments, all bearing upon the same principle of making 
where there are but few engaged in the same branch | exceptions to the bill. 
of work, and where they are concentrated into aj Amendments were offered until half past three 
narrow space; but this cannot be the case in regard | o’clock, when the bill was ordered to an engross- 
to wool. Its product is spread over different states;; ment by yeas and nays as follows: 
there is and can be no combination: the price of the| YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
article is regulated by the fixed laws of demand and Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, 
supply, and by these alone. We should be careful | Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 


to put the a 7 high as we can, so as not to be’ Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, | 


prohibitory. 


bitor ‘e have nothing to apprehend from Smith, of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
combinations. 


: ; os White, Woodbridge—27. 

Mr. F. said he had tables before him which exhi-| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
bited some strange results. The reporter caught the | chanan,Calhoun,Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
following as Mr. F. read: In 1031, five millions of) berts, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Tappan, Walker, 

unds were imported; next year, but four millions;| Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—21. 
in 1833, less than one million; the year following,; The senate adjourned. 
only half a million; then 1,700,000; then 1,600,000;; J... 19. The vote on th 

. | } . ia . e engrossment of the 
and, in 1838, 488,000 pounds. From that time the | apportionment bill was reconsidered by a vote of 


pounds had heen pretty uniformly half a million of 26 to 18. A motion was then made to reconsider 
i 





The tables did not show how much of this - : ; 

ad been exported: but, on the whole, judging from | ap pease: te: fae vnc? section of the bill, “that 

the diminished result of importation, the a it Ay each district should contain as nearly as may be an 
e di s po ’ equal number of inhabitants to be represented.” 


had concluded to reduce the ad volorem duty to.00) "Os thie motion. 6:very animated and long debate 
per cent. and the specific duty to four cents, as in - 7 Ki 
1832. allmadge, King, 
could be satisfied that they could go higher still, and | : me 
not render the duty prohibitory, he was ready to do| 8 ve “Ircher, Rives, Wright, and others par- 
it. It was due to the producer that the highest duty |" - crea , 
should be imposed which could be realized, so as not} .4 Pg ay agua 95 - = and decid- 
to injure the manufacturer; but he warned gentle- ve dee beng 

men not to put it so high that the manufacturer could | . aging: 
not buy; because this would break up the manufac-| S* 


. Provided, That each district shall contain as near 
turer not only, but in the end destroy the wool-grow- | .. : : . as ; 
er too, by destroying his market. | as may be an equal number of inhabitants to be re- 


The exact point | . Pe saab 
. ’ . F, | presented, not differing in any case more than 5,000. 
might be hard to find; but probably the experienced | © ‘pi, was decided in the mageline:( yond 1b, nee 206, 


and judicious gentleman from Verinont (Mr. Everett) | Various amendments were offered by Messrs. Ben- 


might aid them in settling what the duty should be. ‘ton, Walker, Allen, Young, and others, pretty much 
Mr. F. concluded with a modest apology for the) the same in substance as those before decided in the 

time consumed by the above luminous and able ex: | whine, 

pose, which he characterised as a very impertect at-| a, Buchanan made an appeal to the senators to 


tempt at the discharge of the duty imposed on him. | allow the bill to be passed. 


The question was then taken on ordering the 
amendments to be engrossed and the bill read a third 
time, and it was decided in the affirmative. 

And on the question, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. Walker called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were as follows: 

Y HAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard. 


Possibly they had gone too high; but, if he | eosued, in which Messrs. Benton, 
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SENATE. 
June 9. Two memorials remonstrating against 
the proposed reduction of the navy were presented, 


| Walker, Woodbury, Bayard, Simmons, White, Cuth- | 


Mr. King then moved to amend the amendment by | 























by Messrs. Tallmadge and Archer. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented memorials from Montgo- 
mery, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any tariff 
act jike that of 1833, and praying for such a revision 
of the tariff as will secure adequate protection to the 
home industry of the country. 

A bill was reported from the committee on naval 
affairs, regulating the pay and appointment of engi- 
neers employed in the naval service. 

The bill for the adjustment of the claims of Silas 
Deane, was taken up and discussed by Messrs. Phelps 
of Vermont, Berrien, of Georgia, Siurgeon, Young, 
Sevier and other senators, and then was informally 
laid over for another day. 

The apportionment bill was then resumed in com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Allen moved an amendment, that single dis- 
tricts shall be made in counties and cities, where the 
laws of the state do not order otherwise. ‘This amend- 
ment was lost, 27 to 19 by yeas and nays. 

Mr. Benton made a speech followed by an amend- 
ment, to the effect that the districts contemplated in 
the second section of the bill consist as nearly as 

ossible of the same number of voters. Carried by 
a vote of 30 to 10. 

The bill was then reported to the senate with 
amendments. The amendment in regard to the ratio 
was agreed to, every 70,680 electing a representative, 
and the fractional system prevailing. 


Choate, Conrad, Crafis, Evans, Graham, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Simmons, Sinith, of lad. Sprague, Stur- 
geon, Tallmidge, White, Woodbridge—25. ~ 
NAYS— Messrs. Allen. Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Rives, Smith. of Conn. Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Wil- 


| liams, Woodbury, Wright, Youne—19. 


So the apportionment bill was passed, and ordered 
to be sent to the house. 

And then the senate, at a quarter past 6 o’clock 
P. M. adjourned until Monday next. 

June 13. The president of the senate laid before 
the body a communication from the president of the 
United States, made in compliance with a resolution 
of the 2d March, transmitting documents. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the credentials of the 
hon. Leonard Wilcox, senator elect from the state of 
New Hampshire in the place of the hon. Franklin 
Pierce, resigned. Mr. Wilcox was again qualified as 
elected by the legislature. 

The followiag memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

Mr, Buchanan, from publishers and booksellers 
in the city of Philadelphia, asking that a duty may 
be laid on foreign books. The memorialists come 
out in pretty strong terms against the adoption of any 
international copy-right; the argument he thought 
conclusive in support of their views. Mr. B. was 





The amendment of Mr. Linn concurred in last 


happy to learn that the opinion of the judiciary com- 
mittee was yuanimous against the measure, 





Also, sixteen memorials from the tailors of Philag- 
delphia city and county, complaining that the com- 
petition of foreigners in the article of ready-made 
clothing is destructive to their business. They ask 
that 50 per centum duty be imposed on ready-made 
clothing, and that less will not protect their interests. 

Also, four memorials, which Mr. B. acknowledg- 
ed himself somewhat at a loss to know to what com- 
mittee they should be properly referred. The me- 
morials state that there is not sufficient specie in the 
country for the purposes of active circulation among 
the business community, and insist that it ought to 
be increased. They suggest that the government is- 
sue two hundred millions of stock, to be divided 
among the states according to their population, based 
on the public lands; and that a sufficient tariff be 
adopted to secure with rigorous promptness and 
punctuality the interest. 

Also, from Venango county, Pennsylvania, stating 
that a large number of the officers and soldiers of 
the army of General Wayne were still living, and 
many in indigent circumstances, many of whom had 
never been remunerated for thir services. The me- 
morialists asked that relief be granted by congress, 

Also, from citizens of Montgomery county, in the 
same state, asking that such a tariff may be imposed 
as will afford protection. 

Mr. Sturgeon, from citizens of Montgomery county, 
Pennsylvania, complaing of the compromise act, and 
asking that the domestic industry of the country may 
be properly protected. 

Mr. Benton asked the indulgence of the senate to 
| take up the bill for the armed occupation of Florida, 
which being granted, after some remarks from Mr. 
| King and Mr. Sevier, 
| Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said if the principles of the 
bill were settled, then the details might be looked to. 
| He would suggest that the details of the bill be pass- 
ed over informally until to-morrow, when he would 

in the mean time turn his attention to the bill. The 
suggestion was adopted. 
| The bill for the settlement of the accounts of Silas 
Deane was then taken up, and after having been sup- 
/ported with great earnestness by Messrs. Phelps, 
| Smith, of Connecticut, Berrien and Tappan, and op- 
‘posed with equal warmth by Messrs. McRoberts, 
Henderson and King, the bill was amended and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 
| The senate having been engaged on this bill until 
/20 minutes before 4 o’clock, went into executive 
| session, and after some time spent therein adjourned. 


| June 14. Mr. Conrad offered the following reso- 
lution, which lies over: 

| Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the senate, as far as 
/may be deemed compatible with the public interests, 
| what measures, if any, have been taken to obtain the 
|recognition by the Mexican government of such 
| claims of American citizens as were laid before the 
late joint commission, but not acted on by it, and the 
satisfaction of such claims as were admitted by said 
commission; also, whether any facts have come to 
his knowledge, calculated to induce a belief that any 
claims have been rejected in consequence of the evi- 
dence thereof having been withheld by the Mexican 
' government, its officers or agents. 

| Mr. Benton asked the senate to take up the bill for 
the armed occupation of Florida; which motion hav- 
\ing been agreed to, Messrs. McRoberts and Smith 
moved various amendments which were discussed 
_and adopted, and the bill was finally ordered to be 
engrossed. 

| The naval appropriation bill as passed by the 
/ house was then on motion of Mr. Evans taken up for 
consideration. The senate committee of finance had 
| reported it with an amendment to strike out the fol- 
lowing proviso: 

| ‘That until otherwise ordered by congress, no 
|part of this or any future or existing appropropria- 
tions shall be applied to the paymeut of any officers 
| in the navy appointed after this date beyond the num- 
|ber in each grade on the |st of January, 1841, and 
| that the excess now in the service beyond that num- 
ber shall be reduced as fast as deaths, resignations 
and promotions will permit. 

Mr. Evans deemed this proviso to be inappropriate 
in an appropriation bill. The proviso came from 
the wrong source. The number of officers of 1841 
had not been recommended as the proper number for 
the navy now, by any committee of congress, by the 
executive, or by any body. ‘The senate had passed 
its sentence on it, when it acted on the promotions. 
If adopted, all promotions would cease, it would be 
disastrous to the navy and to the hopes of its gallant 
otficers. If promotions were found to be too rapid, 
the senate could correct it. 

Mr. Williams said that promotions had been going 
on until they now reached a point that attracted the 
attention of one branch of congress. He thought it 
lime to check this system. In the year 1341, the 
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These officers had been increased so rapidly that the| be enlarged at the whim of the executive. 
house was of opinion. that they had been extended far 
beyond what the necessity of the service required. | strained by the senate whenever it was necessary to 
The increase had been so altogether out of propor-| correct abuses in promotion. He was in favor of 
tion with the increase of the ships that the people! striking out. 
had taken the alarm. Jn the year 1820, they had; Mr. Walker was in favor of retaining the proviso. 
34 captains, 22 commandants, 202 lieutenants, and; Mr. Cuthbert was thoroughly opposed to the reck- 
47 surgeons; at the same time they had four ships of | Jessness that would tax the American people so as to 
the line, 5 frigates, 12 sloops, 13 schooners, and 1} have a navy to rival that of England, a nation that 
steamer. At the present time, we had the same) had her thousand ships and six thousand officers, but 
number as in 1820, while the captains were increas- | with a miserable and distracted population that had 
ed from 34 to 68; number of commandants increased | that navy to maintain. It is our very exemption from 
in the like ratio, and the lieutenants more than quad-/ taxation that will enable us always to meet a war 
rupled. When they saw this vast increase of of-| with the indomitable spirit and exhaustless resources 
ficers without corresponding increase of ships, it was | that ensure a triumph. 
natural for then to look into it. Mr. W. had no dis-} Mr. Huntington would vote to strike out the pro- 
osition to cut down the navy, but would prefer to) yjiso, but would not be pledged thereby for an increase 
brild it up; but where was the necessity of a greater| of the navy. He thought it interfered improperly 
number of officers than in 1841? And if they were with existing laws. 
not necessary, why should they not reduce them toa| Mr. Buchanan considered the navy the best arm 
number that would be useful? of national defence, and also as not endangering our 
Mr. Bayard went into a history of the navy from | }jberties; and he believed its secretary would make a 
its earliest foundation to the present time. showing | good officer; but Mr. Barbour’s report in 1821 point- 
the check it had received under the administration of | ed out the necessity for some law to regulate the 
Mr. Jefferson, and how it had again risen into favor! peace establishment and promotions in the navy and 
to 1816, until at last it had become to be fostered this proviso simply proposes to adopt the present 
and cherished by the people and regarded as the yymber until the matter is fixed by congress. Mr. 
right arm of our national defence. He drew a pa-! B. considered this to be preferable to leaving it to the 
rallel between the commerce and tonnage of the! discretion of the executive and senate, and to leaving 
United States and Great Britain, and showed that the house to provide for the money. He should vote 
while we were the second commercial nation in the | for this proviso therefore and thought a law regulat- 
world, with a tonnage close upon that of Great Bri-| ine the suhject hereafter should be adopted. 
tain, our naval officers were limited in the extreme,| “Mr. Woodbury favored the proviso and thought the 
and bore not even the most distant proportion to the! executive oucht to be gratified to be relieved of the 
magnitude of our marine greatness. ress made on him for appointments. 
Mr. Williams made a brief reply, and then moved|;” Mr. Preston spoke against the proviso and in favor 
to strike out 1841 and insert 1842. Mr. W. said that} of a navy suited to the dignity of the nation. 
would make the proviso less objectionable, and he fp. Bayard stated that as the officers of the navy 
should vote for it, though he should vote against the pag not received a dollar of pay for the last six 
proviso even when thus amended. He would prefer, weeks, it was urgent that the bill should be disposed 
however, if the senator would consent to strike out of. , 
all afler the word grade down to the close of the sec-| Mr. Evans had received letters of the most pressing 
hon. . | import from the department, which he should hike to 
Mr. Tappan said that would be making the proviso, jave read, in order that senators might see how ur- 
any thing or nothing. | gent the matter was. 
Mr. Williams would not consent. [The letters were here sent to the secretary’s table 
The question was taken on inserting 1842, and and read, and were dated on the 26th of February, 
adopted. 7th of April, and on the 25th of April, all setting 
Mr. Evans then moved to strike out all after the forth, in the most urgent terms, the state of the de- 
word “grade,” and insert “now in service.” partment, for the want of this appropriation; the last 
The amendment was adopted. It being now after 6¢ which letters stated that various acceptances had 
4 o'clock, the senate, on motion, adjourned. been protested for nonpayment, and expressing the 


Jexe 15. A message from the president with a fear that damages will be claimed, as in other cases 
report from the secretary of state in compliance o¢ protested bills. ] 


with a resolution, relating to claims of American 
citizens on Mexico, was laid before the senate. 
Memorials were presented, asking that soda, (em- 
ployed in the manufacture of soap), may be import- 
ed free of duty; from citizens of Brooklyn, that the 
navy be not reduced; and several in favor of protec-, 
tion of American interests. | 


The apportionment bill to which the house had re- | 


fused to concur as amended by the senate was taken 
up 





labored on account of acceptances purchased at Ha- 
vana, and which had not yet been paid, putting the 
the house to considerable inconvenience. 

Mr. Sevier moved that the senate adjourn, which 
motion prevailing, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, June 9. Nathan Appleton, member 
Mr. Berrien moved that the sengte insist on its elect from the state of Massachusetts, vice Robert C. 
amendments. The question was first taken on the) Winthrop, resigned, was introduced by Mr. Salton- 
amendment relating to fractions and it was insisted stall, qualified and took his seat. 

upon by a vote of 24 to 18. The question was next; Mr. Fillmore reported a bill to extend for a limit- 
taken on fixing the ratio at 70,680, and it was insist- ed period the present laws for laying and collecting 
ed on by a vote of 30 to 14. duties on imports, with a proviso that distribution 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard,’ shall not be thereby interfered with. 

Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Cuth- | On motion of Mr. Fillmore, it was referred to the 
bert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Linn,’ committee of the whole house. 

McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Por- | 


number of captains was 55, and 55 commandants.| there. No one opposed the navy but it should not, The question being on the first item, Mr. Salton- 


Mr. Bayard said that the executive could be re-. 


_ Mr. Tallmadge also read a letter from a firm in) 
'New York, stating the invenience under which it had | 
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_ stall moved to strike out all after the enacting clause, 
and insert in lieu thereof (a portion of) the bill re- 
ported from the committee on manufactures. 

| [This motion embraced the whole of the bill ex- 
cept, that in the first item, ‘‘the 30th day of July,” 
_was substituted for the words, ‘30th of June,” and 
the last or 9th section, which provides the punish- 

ments for frauds, &c. was stricken out.] 

_ Mr. Rhett claimed the reading of the amendment. 

Mr. Botts was sure the gentleman would not re- 
quire the reading of what was before him in a print- 
‘ed form. 

Mr. Rhett said he had not the printed bill, and in- 
sisted on the reading of the amendment. 

The clerk proceeded to read the amendment, un- 
der the decision of the chair. 
| Mr. McKay, Mr. Underwood, and Mr. Botts, suc- 
'cessively rose to points of order. The rule of the 
house, No. 50, provided that no bill should be amend- 
ed by annexing another bill. 

After various discussions of points of order, Mr. 
Saltonstall modified his motior so as to strike out the 
item in the bill under consideration, and insert the 
amendment he had offered. 

And the amendment was then read, and the ques- 
tion being on its adoption, 

Mr. Fillmore arose and addressed the committee 
(See page 246.) 

Mr. Fillmore having concluded, the chairman gave 
the floor to 

Mr. Habersham, who proposed to offer the report 
of the minority of the committee on manufactures, 
as an amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Saltonstall.) Mr. H. 
proposed, as a matter of courtesy before proceeding 
with his remarks, that he (Mr. Saltonstall,) should 
have an opportunity to express his views in relation 
to his amendment. 

Mr. Saltonstall then took the floor, and the bill was 
laid aside until to-morrow morning. 

The committee then after farther discussing the 
bill allowing farther time to complete the issuing of 
military land warrants, and the bill making appro- 
priations for the Indian department, rose. The for- 
mer bill was then reported and passed, and the house 
adjourned. 


Fripay, Jone 10. Mr. J. F. Mason introduced a 
bill for the transfer of the stock of the U. States in 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to the state of Ma- 
ryland with certain terms and provisoes. Committed 
to the committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Fillmore reported a bill for the relief of claim- 
ants to indemnities received for the loss of slaves 
from on board the Comet and the Encomium, at 
Nassau in the Bahamas. Committed tothe commit- 
tee of the whole house. 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the house go into com- 
mitee of the whole for the purpose of taking up the 
bill to extend for a limited period the laws for lay- 
ing and collecting duties on imports, which it seem- 
ed to him indispensable that the house should dis- 
pose of. 

Mr. Pickens was very glad that the gentleman had 
discovered that this was a very important measure, 
and submitted that his motion was not in order. 

The speaker decided it to be out of order. 

Mr. Randall, of Md. offered the following: 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house have pre- 
_pared as early as practicable, for the use of the mem- 
bers, a tabular statement, showing, in one view, the 
several rates of duties charged on various articles of 
imports by the different bills now before the house. 
Mr. M. .4. Cooper moved to amend by adding the 


| 














The house then took up the resolution offered by | following words: “showing also the present rates of 


ter, Preston, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White, Williams, Young—30. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Benton, Choate, 


Huutingtou, Kerr, King, Morehead, Smith, of Conn. | 


be Wilcox, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright 
4, 


The naval apropriation bill was next taken up, the 
pending question being to strike out the proviso of 
the house as amended. 

Mr. Choate spoke in favor of striking out the pro- 
viso. None knew what a day might bring forth. A 
Single hurricane on the ocean might sweep away at 
one blast officers enough of a particular grade to 
render the executive action of the senate indispensa- 
ble, Within the last 24 hours news had been re- 
ceived from a gallant officer that another ship would 
be necessary on his station from indications of a war- 


ike disposition on the part of the emperor of Mo-| 


rocco, of whose naval power few had heard. 
Mr. Cuthbert spoke briefly in favor of the proviso. 
Mr. Sevier was in favor of retaining the proviso. 
He would lose the whole appropriation bill sooner 
than have it struck out. The house had seen an im- 
proper increase of officers and checked it in the pro- 
per place, and he hoped the check would be kept 


Mr. Cushing from the committee on foreign affairs, | duties under the existing laws.” 


"requesting the president to enter into negotiations on 
' the subject of the colonial trade. 
Mr. Lowell, of Maine, addressed the house af 
length. ; | 
The question was then taken, and the subject and | 
resolution were referred to the committee of the 
_whole house on the state of the Union, to whom had 
| been referred the report and bill from the commit- 
tee on commerce, on the subject of commerce and 
| navigation. 
| On motion of Mr. Pope, the business of the terri- 
‘tories was made the special order of the 5th, 6th, 
| and 7th July next. 
| Mr. Kennedy reported a bill to alter the mode of 
-admeasuring the tonnage of vessels employed in the 
|U. States merchant service, Referred to the com-| 
mittee of the whole, 
A bill from the senate to authorise the issuing of 
a register for the brig “Gulnare, was read a third | 
time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole and resumed the 
consideration of the revenue or tariff bill reported 





And the question being taken, the amendment, by 
ayes 54, noes 79, was rejected. 

And then the resolution was adopted, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Fillmore, the house resolved itself into 
committee of the whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, (Mr. Saltonstall having 
yielded the floor,) the committee postponed the far- 
ther consideration of the tariff Dill, reported by the 
the committee of ways and means, and proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill to extend until the first 
of August next all laws regulating the duties exist- 
ing and in force on the first of June, with the pro- 
viso that nothing herein contained shall suspend the 
operation of the distribution law. 

Mr. Filimore moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill, 

Mr. Wise was very willing that the committee 
should rise and report the bill, as he believedeit to he 
the best effort to defeat an increase of duties. 

Mr. Roosevelt moved to strike out the proviso at 
the end of the bill. He considered it an afterthought 
of the committee. In the present disgraced state of 
the treasury, and with the fact that not one dollar of 








by the committee of ways and means. 


the proceeds of the public lands received in the trea~ 
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sury, was now there, he considered’ the proviso as 
unwise. The treasnrer had been already sufficient- 
ly embarrassed, without calling upon him to go into 
the market, and borrow money to distribute among 
the states. The land fund so far as it had gone into 
the treasury had already been used; and, therefore, 
to attempt to distribute it on the Ist July would be 
to borrow so much money. There was now out- 
standing on the Ist of this month between 9 and 10 
millions of treasury notes, besides that portion of 
the loan which was negotiated. The bill as origi- 
nally reported before this proviso was added, Mr. R. 
said, would have operated to repeal the distribution 
act on July 1st, for the reason that the rate of duties 
proposed by it was above 20 per cent. 

Mr. Fillmore said that if this bill did not pass at all, 
the distribution would still take place, as the laws 
now stood, on the Ist July next. It was simply to 
avoid discussion on the distribution law, that the 
proviso had been annexed. Some members were 
tor repealing the clause of the act that provided that 
the distribution should cease when duties were over 
20 per cent. This proviso did not suspend or repeal 
the distribution act, but left it precisely as if this bill 
did not pass. The necessities for this bill were so 
urgent that they admitted no delay. Mr. F. would 
have given his reasons, at the time when he made 
the motion to recommit the bill on this subject that 
he had reported a few days ago, but objection was 
made. He would doso now. It was from the very 
reason that the committee were apprehensive that 
the result of the bill as then reported would be to 
prevent the distribution from taking place under the 
land law on the first of July. It was for that reason 
and no other, that he had moved to recommit the 
bill. He had been informed from the best authority 
that exportations of goods were now being made 
from our ports for the purpose of receiving the 
drawbacks from the treasury; and that so long as 
this question remained open, (and it was possible 
that on the Ist July there would be no means of col- 
lecting revenue,) so long they embarrassed the trea- 
sury, by holding out strong temptations to the export- 
ing of goods for the purpose of drawing the draw- 
backs and importing them when the law ceased to 
act. If the house were disposed to embarrass the 


operations of the treasury, then they would postpone | 


this bill; but, if not, its passage was required imme- 
diately. 

Mr. Pickens addressed the committee to show that 
the course advocated by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Fillmore,) was the very one calculated to 
embarrass the treasury. If this law passed and the 


money was not in the treasury, the secretary of the | 


treasury would be obliged to go into the market to 


borrow money to distribute among the states, and | 


then to tax the people to refund the money. Was 
that contemplated when the distribution bill was 


passed? It was not. If it had been, he knew not 


what this house would have done, but the serate| 


would not have passed it. The 20 per cent. clause 
was inserted for the purpose of getting the vote of 
the senate. He should like to know if there was any 
money in the treasury to meet the distribution act on 
the Ist July? If it was a fact that there was no cash 
on hand in the treasury, then this was a naked and 
undisguised proposition to force the secretary to go 
into the market and borrow money on bonds below 
par to distribute among the states, and then to tax 
the people of this country to refund it, He did not 
hesitate to say that, if this proviso was stricken out, 
he would prefer the bill to any other, because its 
rovisions were wiser, juster, and more conforma- 
ble to the implied faith of the act of 1833, than any 
other act. He would rejoice to see it adopted. 

Mr. Gwin moved an amendment to the amend- 
ment, to add to the end of the bill the words, ‘to a 
Jater period than Ist August, 1842.” 

Mr. Cushing considered that the act of 1833, by 
making it imperative to collect duties by home valu- 
ation after the 30th June next, and also in hard mo- 
ney, seems therefore, to have contemplated that 
some law should be enacted before the 30th June to 
enforce those provjsions. All existing laws for the 
collection of revenue cease to operate on the 30th 
June next. No machinery was yet provided for de- 
termining the home valuation, and there were seri- 
ous doubts whether after the 30th June, there was 
any law whatever under which duties could be col- 
jected. It was, therefore, an jmperative moral duty 
for congress to enact a tariif law, or otherwise the 
government would come to a dead stand. No duties 
would be collected, and our markets would be glut- 
ted with foreign merchandise, and that already im 


of the treasury, glutting with foreign goods, and | 
prostration of our protected interests, constituted | 
the strongest imperative moral necessity to adopt | 
some general tariff legislation before the 30th June. | 

This present bill, however, obviated this immedi- ' 
ate urgency, and if, instead of-expiring on the Ist 
August, it was indefinite, would totally extinguish 
that urgency. But he could not but feel an internal 
dread in regard to its possible consequences on the 
tariff interests. He would yield, however, to the 
imperative necessity which the chairman of the com- 


—<z 
public lands, there would no doubt be strength 
enough to carry both. 

He would content himself by declaring that he 
was in favorof raising revenue, keeping in view that 
incidental protection which could and ought to be 
furnished; that he was in favor of adopting retaliag- 
tory measures, to operate upon those nations which 
placed heavy burdens on the consumption of arti- 
cles produced by us; and that, while he was desj- 
rous to accomplish these things, he desired at the 
same time to secure a distribution of the public 


mittee of ways and means told him, existed. Mr. 
C. next proceeded to examine the relative operations 
of the bill under consideration, and the bill as first 
reported by the committee of waysand means. As first 
reported, his understanding was, that it suspended the 
distribution, or, tospeak more technically, continued 
the non-distribution. In the second bill the committee 
of ways and means had reported a proviso, the ef- 
fect of ‘which was to counteract the preceding por- 
tions of the bill, so as to have the distribution on the 
Ist of July, 1842. 


Mr. C. then referred to the intimation of Mr. 
Pickens, that the public faith was involved in the 
compromise act, and contended that, if that was the 
case, there was identically the same faith involved 
in the distribution act. He considered that the pro- 
viso was but a re-enactment of the distribution act, 
and would leave the tariff to shift for itself. The 
passage of this bill would diminish the urgency for 
a tariff. The question was not whether they should 
repeal the distribution act, (for it was a dead letter, ) 
but whether they should infuse into its dead body a 
soul by new legislation. He, therefore, entertained 
serious doubts of the propriety of adopting the pro- 
viso, and thereby knocking away one consideration 
which he supposed would operate in obtaining a per- 
manent tariff. 


Mr. Underwood said that he did not concur with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cushing) in 
the idea that there was any bargaining or contract 
between the two houses in respect to the proviso in- 
serted in the land distribution bill. If there was any 
such bargain or contract, Mr. U. could say for him- 
self that he was not privy to it, knew nothing about 
it, and would not be bound by it. 


[Mr. Cushing said he did not speak of a bargain 
or contract between the two houses, but supposed 
that the proviso had been the result of a compro- 
mise among senators representing different interests. } 

Lven if that be the case, (continued Mr. U.) their 
compromises cannot be obligatory upon us or our 
| successors. The proviso tothe land distribution act 
| is, like every other act of legislation, subject to re- 
| pea! or modification at any time by the legislative 
department. Mr. U. said that he knew that the 





_| compromise act, as it is usually called, of 1833, had 


| been respected as settling difficulties which at that 


{ 
{ 


time threatened the peace of the country. The ban- 
ner of nullification was then about to be practically 
unfurled. ‘There were no such circumstances to 
give solemnity to the proviso incorporated into the 
land distribution bill. This house passed the bill 
without the proviso, the senate incorporated the pro- 
viso into the bill, and it came to the house as an or- 
dinary amendment. Jt was accepted like any other 
amendment, and is- now liable to our legislative ac- 
tion just asany other existing law. 

The votes upon this bill and the pending amend- 
ments will probably develope the feelings of mem- 
bers, and indicate their ulterior action upon other 
pending questions; and, said Mr. U. 1 shall seruti- 
nize votes with a view to ascertain the intention of 
members in regard to the tariff bill. Their votes 





| 
} 








ported would be liable to be exported on account of 
the drawback to be returned aiter the expiration of 
the law on the 30th June. The protected interests 
of the country moreover would be liable to be over- 
whelmed by the ingress of foreign merchandise. 


‘These three serious consequences, viz: bankruptcy | unite with those whe favor the distrivution of tt 


will develope the strength of parties in several as-| 


pects. First, those who may now vote to repeal the 
land distribution act will thereby virtually declare 
their hostility to a protective tarill. Secondly. 
‘Those who vote in such manner as to secure the dis- 


tribution will thereby indicate a willingness to pro-! 


tect the domestic manufactures of the country, to 
foster the labor and industry of our citizens, and to 
secure the benefits of a home market to all classes 
of producers. And there might be a third class of 
voters, to wit: those who would vote with a view to 
secure the distribution of the publie Jands, and who 
were determined to secure that object by keeping the 
duties down to 20 per cent., if the distribution could 
not otherwise be secured, 

Mr. 
knowledge that the distribution of the public lands 
was an object of the first importance with him, and 


cent. than give up the distribution. Mr. U. said he 


| was in favor of imposing such duties en imports that 
| should accomplish the double object of raising re-; soon as or whenever the duties are raised above 20 


venue and ailurding protection. And if those who 
were known to favor the protective policy should 
ie 


lands among the states. He thought ali these ob- 
jects would conduce to the public interest of all the 
states, and he desired to see them go hand in hand. 
If, however, they were to be separated, he was of 
opinion that the distribution of the. public lands was 
the most important to the state and people he repre- 
sented. If the duties are kept down to 20 per cent. 
a revenue sufficiently large to carry on the govern- 
ment may be raised by enlarging the articles upon 
which it is imposed. Nearly half our imports have 
heretofore been admitted free of duty. It only re- 
quires that we should impose a dnty of 20 per cent. 
upon all imports to secure a revenue of $20,000,000 
or more. He would impose a duty upon articles 
now free, and moreover he would reduce expendi- 
tures, sooner than repeal the distribution act. And 
there is no danger that the wheels of the govern- 
ment will stop for want of means, even if the se- 
nate’s proviso to the distribution act should remain 
unrepealed. 


Mr. Wise rose in reply to Mr. Underwood and said: 

Sir, I thank the gentleman for this candid declara- 
tior. I have, of late, oft asserted and re-asserted, 
to northern gentlemen and to southern, to tariff and 
anti-tariff gentlemen, that this was the real policy of 
certain politicians. That the navy, the right arm, 
and the army, the left arm, of defence, and the in- 
dustrial interests of manufactures, were all to sink 
for the sake of distribution—the one great hobby of 
one aspirant! Yes, sir, protection is to cease, and 
supplies to government are to be denied—interesis, 
separate and in the aggregate, are to suffer and be 
sacrificed for the sake of distribution! This is ho- 
nestly and openly now proclaimed to the manufac- 
turers by those who have heretofore professed to be 
their “‘friends par excellence!” I am glad of the 
proof now furnished to them of this fact, which I 
have again and again asserted, that the most difficult 
obstruction to be overcome in the way of protection 
was the bill distributing the proceeds of the public 
lands. 

And now, sir, I have a word to say to the friends 
of protection. I have ever been opposed to Jaying a 
duty for the sake of protection alone, and am still 
opposed to the protective policy in that sense. I 
think the government can lay duties only for revenue; 
but that the manufacturing interests are fairly enti- 
tled to whatever protection they can derive from a 
bona fide revenue tariff. This opinion is common to 
/most of those who are called anti-tariff men. And 
in my opinion the government now requires enough 
and more than enough of revenue to yield fair and 
reasonable protection. 

1 think, though an anti-tariff man, that we must 
raise the dutieswbove 20 per cent.—that the public 
debt, the public defence,and the current expendi- 
tures absolutely require a liberal and large inerease 
of duties. But, sir, [never will vote to lay on an 
additional tax whilst we are giving away millions of 
revenue from lands in the midst of borrowing and 
| begging even for loans at a sacrifice. Bring back 
| the proceeds of the public lands according to the 
| letter as well as the faith of the act of distribution, 
-and I will cheerfully vote to increase your. duties 
| above 20 per cent. Beyond the reason of necessary 
'supplies to government, beyond the reasons against 
/a funded public debt, and beyond the reason of mak- 
|ing adequate provision for public defence, J, though 


| 


/an anti-tariff man, will vote to increase duties libe- 








‘rally, in order especially to repeal the whole land 
'bill. Iannounce this without reserve to the friends 
of protection, to repel the threats of the gentleman 
from Kentucky that they shall not have protection 
without giving him distribution. I am against dis- 
| tribution and pretection both; but were | put to a 
choice of the two evils, I will take much of protec- 
| tion in preference to a particle of distribution. The 
| one, protection, does benefit partially some portion 
or section of the country; but in distribution there is 





U. said, for himself, that he was free to ac-| no good whatever—nothing but political bribery 


and corruption, temptation and taxation to the states 


and the people. 
that he would sooner keep the duties down to 2Q per | 


_ And why should not the land bill be repealed by 
ts own provisions? It declares on its own face that 
itshall be repealed, or cease and be suspended, as 


per cent. It never undertook to distribute the land 
revenue when the government should be compelled 
to call for more taxation than 20 per cent. ad valo- 
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rem. And it isnot now compelled to tax beyond 20 


sent discussion had disclosed a state of things which 


ars 





Mr. Ingersoll insisted that it was no contract, and 





er cent? The time has come, in my opinion, when| he had long suspected, but which was at length | created no vested rights. In illustration, he referred 


we must increase the revenue. Yes, now, we hear 
the gentleman denying the good faith of legislation. 
He says that we may not bind ours¢lves or our suc- 
cessors to pass or not to passa statute; but does not the 

ntleman distinguish between the power of legisla- 
tion and the good faith of legislators? Here we have 
a bill proposing in a most insidious form to repeal 
the 20 per cent. clause of the land bill, passed by 
yourselves, and you are told that you are not bound 
in good faith to preserve your pledges. Sir, I do 
not put this upon the ground of pledges. I insist 
that you avowed, by your votes incorporating the 20 

r cent. clause, that the distribution ought to cease, 
as soon as the government should be reduced to bor- 
rowing and to taxation beyond a 20 per cent. ad va- 
Jorem tarifi. That you ought not to distribute with 
one hand whilst you tax with the other, and ought. 
not to borrow money to give it away. 

Sir, if this be another bill to ‘head Captain Ty- 
ler,” I hope and trust that he will meet it with de- 
cision. 1 have no authority to speak for him, and I 
do not mean to be understood as speaking for him, 
but Ido say that if the idea be now to hold on todis- 
tribution, and to ‘head .Captain Tyler” both, at the 
expense of protection, at the expense of revenue, 
and of the army and navy, by driving him either to 
vetoa tariff bill or to sign a bill repealing the 20 per 
cent. clause of the land bijl—I say, sir, if this be 
the meaning and object of gentlemen, to trifle with | 
the real interests of the people and government, ina 
mere political game of faction, were I the presi- 
dent of the United States, gentlemen would find it 
as hard to head me on this occasion, as it was when 
he vetoed fiscal banks and fiscal corporations. 


Mr. Everett had voted for the distribution bill, and | 


should adhere to that bill, on much higher conside- 
rations than any that had relation to the tariff. He 





openly avowed. He had not been prepared for such | 


to the case of the United States Bank, and to the 


an avowal as had just fallen from the honorable and | bonus given by the bank as a consideration, in part, 
distinguished gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Everett.) | for the charter, (a portion of which instrument he 


He had heard with deep regret from the gentleman quoted.) 


He then reminded Mr. F. that in all con- 


from Vermont the avowal that he had voted for the | tracts there was the essence, if not the form, of a 


proviso im the distribution bill merely in order to pass _ 
the law, but with a purpose, as soon as that was ac- 
complished, to take the first opportunity to repeal | 
the proviso. He fully admitted that the acts of one | 
congress were not legally binding on another; and 
that no personal pledges could alter this state of | 
things: but what was not binding in law might be| 
strongly binding in honor and conscience: and he ap- | 
po to gentlemen who were here when the distri- | 

ution bill passed, to say whether it ever could have 
received the votes of a majority but for the insertion | 
of the proviso? And if not, whether those same gen- | 
tlemen, now here, were not bound to sustain that 
proviso? 

Yet here was a bill declaring that the distribution 
should not be suspended; and the house were plainly 
told that it was designed from the first to do this as 
soon as the opportunity should be presented! This | 
was not dealing in good faith either with the oppo- 
nents of distribution or with the president, who ne- 
ver would have signed the distribution bil] unless the | 
proviso had been there. 

Mr. Goggin was understood to inquire whether the 
proviso had been inserted by the request of the pre- 
sident or his friends? 

Mr. Foster said he did not know. He hoped no} 
member of the house would be so indelicate as to| 
consult the president in such a matter. Members of | 
the house acted on their responsibility, the president 
acted on his; and Mr. F. did not know how he was | 
connected with the matter in any way till the bill | 
was before him. Mr. F. concluded, from the senti- | 





consideration: bat in the present case there was no 
consideration, and could be no contract. 

Mr. Proffit said the passage of the bankrupt law 
was a consideration. 

Mr, Foster considered the contract as moral and 
not Jegal. 

Mr. Evcrett did not consider that the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Foster), had fairly represented 
him. The house had passed the distribution law 
without any restriction in reference to the compro- 
mise act; the senate inserted the restriction in the 
form of a proviso; the question then arose, should 
the house take the bill with the restriction or not?— 
Mr. E. had advised to take it as the best thing they 
could then get; but with the purpose and the desire 
to get rid of the restriction as soon as it could be 
done. He had no concealment, nothing underhand- 
ed in the matter. He assented to the proviso sooner 
than lose the bill. That was all. 

Mr. Ingersoll resumed and said that there was one 
additional point which he would touch upon: it 


| arose from a remark of the gentleman from Virginia, 


(Mr. Wise), which seemed to be a possibility that 
there might be a course of legislation in this matter 
which would receive a non-concurrence of the exe- 
cutive branch of the government. Mr. I. would not 
insinuate that the executive might have been prompt- 
ed by any differences of political opinion, or had any 
regard to considerations of that sort; bul it some- 
times happened that a majority might veto the veto 
of the president. 

Mr. Wise explained. If the gentleman understood 


had voted for it on one ground, that the public do-| ments previously avowed by Mr. Tyler, that he would | him as saying that the executive would veto the bill, 


main never belonged to the general government: but | 
he had voted for it on much higher ground; it was to | 


not have signed the bill without the proviso. Mr. F. | 


made the fullest disclaimer of any intention to cast) 


he had misunderstood him. He disclaimed speaking 


here for the president. What he had said was, that 


take it out of the political market, where it had been | !2jurious imputations on the motives ef gentlemen. | were he in the place of the executive, and an at- 


a source of infinite corruption. 


He hoped every man would consult his own con-| 


tempt should be made to ‘‘head” him a second time, 


So utterly am I opposed, said Mr. E., to having) science, and act according to its dictates. For his; he should be as hard to “thead” as he had been be- 
these lands in the political market, to be used for the | OW" part, he believed that the preservation of na-| fore. 


purposes of political aspirants, that sooner than keep 
them there 1 would cede them to their first posses- 
sors. ‘They have bearing, too, on the tariff: and 
that is an additional reason, in my mind, for desiring 
that the distribution bill should be in fact a perma- 
nent law. I{ voted for inserting the clause in refe- | 
rence to the compromise act: I did so because there 
was a necessity for passing the distribution bill: but 
] waited only for the first favorable opportunity that 
should occur to get rid of it. I do not consider the 
honor of congress in any way pledged to the support 
of a measure which was forced upon us against our 
judgment and our wishes: and I am free to confess 
that 1 desired an opportunity to escape from it. Mr. 
E. said the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) 
must very greatly have mistaken the views of north- 
ern gentlemen who voted to reduce the army and 
the navy if he attributed their course to any opposi- 
tion to the tarill. Mr. E. had voted against the re- 
duction in both cases: but he could assure that gen- 
tleman that northern men who favored the reduction 
were not governed by a regard to the tariff question 
atall. 

Mr. TV ise said he had not spoken of northern gen- 

lemen, nor alluded to them: he had spoken of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Underwood), who 
had avowed that such was his motive. 

Mr. Everett said he liad understood the gentlaman’s 
observation to have a further application. As to 
gentlemen on the other side, the gentleman might 
have a very intimate knowledge of the reasons for 
their course; but Mr. E. claimed to know something 
about the feelings of the north. 

Mr. E. said he had listened very attentively to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Cushing) and for a long time he had been quite un- 
able to conceive what could be his purpose in mak- 
ing a long and labored argument on so plain a matter; 
but at Jength he became convinced that this bill and 
proviso had a collateral bearing. The gentleman re- 
presented Massachusetts men; he did not know very 
well how to proceed; he came at length to the con- 
clusion that, if the proviso in the bill should be re- 
tained, the tariff would stand but a chance; but for 
this he gave no reason whatever; nor could Mr. E. 


tional good faith was of more importance than ail 

the tarifls that ever had been or would be passed to! 
the end of time. As to the warning which had been | 
thrown out, that certain grand speculators intended | 
to ship their goods for the benefit of drawback, and | 
after the Ist of July re-import them under the low | 


[A voice, ‘*Yes, here it is.”] I knew it said Mr. F.— 


acted in such a case. 


Mr. J. R. Ingersoll believed neither the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Foster), nor himself to be per- 
sonally committed by the passage of the 6th section 
of the distribution act of 1841, for which he had 
voted solely in consideration to the interests of the 
country at large. The object of this bill was to pre- 
vent so calamitous a result as the stopping of the 
wheels of government. 

Could any gentleman refuse to support a measure 
so reasonable, so necessary? Would he consent to 
see the government of his country brought to an ac- 
tual stand-still for want of the timely interposition of 
congress? Let gentlemen remember that time waited 
for none. While gentlemen deliberated and hesitat- 
ed, the shadow on the dial continued to move, and 
the Ist of July would arrive whether the govern- 
ment was ready to meet it or not. Should it find us 
without a revenue, the country must be disgraced. 
To save us from such dishonor and embarrassment, 
was it not better to adopt a precautionary measure 


a permanent and well considered arrangement of our 
system of national policy? The effect of this bill 
would be, not to repeal but to suspend these provi- 
sions of law. The distribution of the proceeds of the 


duties, he was confident the ingenuity of the chair- | 
man of the committee of ways and means would soon | and to guide an executive and legislature which 
devise a little bill to put a stop to such schemes.— | should combine in an honest purpose. 


I knew it. I am not to be scared with humbugs. | 
Mr. F. reverted to the avowal of Mr. Everett, and) jts {ayor, and attributed them in a great measure, to 
implored the committee to consider well before they | 


Mr. Ingersoll resumed. Let the legislature proper 
do its duty: let them obey the dictates of a sound 
patriotism and be true to their sense of public duty, 
and their course would be approved and justified by 
the country at large: and though their efforts might 
fail, there was still a Providence above us which 
overruled all results, and would never fail to guard 


Mr. Goggin went into the history of the distribu- 
tion bill, adverted to his own strong convictions in 


the arguments urged by Mr. Tyler at the time in the 
Virginia legislature. He expressed his mortification 
that his own state had refused to reccive her quota 
of the distribution, which would have obviated the 
necessity of a heavy amount of taxation. Mr. G. 
then went, at great length, into an examination of 
the course of Mr. Tyler in the Virginia legislature in 
1839; a report made by him on the subject of distri- 
bution, which he supported by elaborate arguments; 
also of resolutions moved by him. 

Mr. Snyder here inquired what the opinons or 





like this, in order to afford time for the maturing of 





public lands would be kept in abeyance for a momen- 
tary. space until congess should have time to delibe- 
rate on that as wel! us on the great subject of the ta- 
riff generally. Myr. | professed to have his mind en- 
tirely opon to conviction on this question of the pub- 
lic Jands, which he had not occasion fully to con- 
sider. As to the obligation to maintain the proviso 





for his life trace any connexion between the premises 
and the conclusion. Ina word, the gentleman seem- 
ed to him to be very busily devising some scheme by 
which he might serve God and Mammon. 
laughter.] Bui, so fixed was Mr. E. in his adhesion 
to the distribution act, that sooner than shake that 
measure in the least degree he would risk the conse- 
quences of the first of July. 


[Loud | 


(of which the gentleman from Georgia had spoken, 
Mr. I was ready to maintan, that, except in cases o! 
contract, no acts could be passed by one legisiature 
'which migiit not be repealed by a legislature suc- 
ceeding. 

{Mr. Foster here explained; avering that he con- 
sidered the adoption of the proviso as equivalent to 














Mr. Foster expressed his satisfaction that the pre- 


| course of John Tyler had to do with the present bill? 
| Mr. Goggin justified his reference to these sub- 
jects by a remark of Mr. Wise that in a certain con- 
tingency this bill would be vetoed by the president. 

Mr. Wise warmly disclaimed having made or meant 
any such intimation. He had spoken for himself 
alone. Ata proper time he should follow his col- 
league in this review of Mr. Tyler’s votes, and show 
that they were in perfect consistency with his pre- 
sent views. 

Mr. Goggin said that himself and many other gen- 
tlemen in that part of the house understood his col- 
league differently; and they had noticed his language 
the more, because they remembered that on a former 
occasion, before a certain celebrated veto, this same 
gentleman had put forth the same sort of premonito- 
ry symptoms. [A laugh.] 

Mr. Wise. Il did; and there are gentlemen here 
who stated to the world that they did not believe the 
president would veto the bank bill, who knew that 
| told them expressly that he would. 

Mr. Goggin resumed and continued his remarks 
for some time, comparing Mr. Tyler’s former re- 
ports, and votes, and messages as president with his 
recent language in reference to the distribution act, 
arguing to show that they were at utter variance 
with each other. 

Mr. Proffit made some remarks, and when he had 
concluded, the chairman gave the floor to Mr. Gil- 
mer, who yielded to a motion by Mr. organ that the 
committee rise. 
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Which motion prevailing, the committee rose and 
reported. 


Mr. Fillmore offered a resolution providing that the 
debate on the “bill to extend for a Jimited period the 
present laws for laying and collecting duties on im- 
Mr. F. in 
offering the resolution, said it was well known that a 
special order had been made for to-morrow, and that 
Monday was resolution day; and it was of the highest 
importance that the bill should be passed without 


ports,” should terminate in half an hour. 


further delay. 


And the question being on its adoption, Mr. 4r- 
nold, (amidst great confusion) moved the previous 


question, 

Many motions were then made, calls, appeals, &c. 
and the house being evidently in a bad temper, on 
the suggestion of Mr. McKennan, Mr. Fillmore arose 
and waived for the day the question on the resolution 
he had offered. Whereupon the house adjourned. 


Saturpay, June Il. 
following resolution, which was read and adopted. 


Resolved, That the president of the United States 


be requested to communicate to this house, if in his 
judgment the same be compatible with the public in- 


terest, the report of the commissioners on the part 
of the United States under the late convention be- 


tween the United States and the Mexican republic. 


Also, a particular statement of the condition of all 
the claims preferred by citizens of the United States 


on the government of the Mexican republic for which 
the interposition of the government of the United 
States has been invoked, and which have not yet been 
satisfied. 

The house then proceeded to consider the private 


bill from the senate to confirm certain land claims 


in Louisiana, and the amendments offered by the house 
committee. 

Mr. Cave Johnson addressed the house at length in 
opposition to the bill. 

Mr. White, of La. advocated the bill. 

The question was then taken and the bill passed by 
yeas 84, nays 72. 

The apportionment bill was received as amended 
from the senate, and the house adjourned. 


Monpay, June 12. Mr. Stanly presented a memo- 
rial from Mr. Poindexter, relative to certain charges 
made against him in the house, relative to the New 
York custom house affair. 


Mr. Adams, on leave given, offered the following 


resolution, which, without debate or division, was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States 


be requested to communicate to this house, so far as 


may be compatible with the public interest, a copy 
of the quintuple treaty between the five principal 
powers of Europe for the suppression of the African 
slave trade; and, also, copies of any remonstrance or 
protest addressed by Lewis Cass, envoy extraordina- 
ry and minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
at the court of France, to that government against 


the ratification by France of the said treaty, and of 


all correspondence between the governments of the 
United States and France, and of all communi- 
cations from the said Lewis Cass to his own go- 
vernment, and from this government to him, relating 
thereto. 

Mr. Pendleton moved to amend the standing rules 
of the house, so that a question, on committee of the 
whole, may be immediately taken, when called for 
by a majority. 

A motion was made to lay the resolution on the 
table. The result was—yeas 102, noes 91. So it was 
Jaid on the table. 

Mr. Cowan, of Ohio. in pursuance of notice here- 
tofore given offered a resolution providing that no 
member should speak in the house or in commit- 
tee for more than one hour upon any pending ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Wise objected. 
jection to be not valid. 

Mr. Atherton moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble. Negatived by noes 113, ayes 83. 

And the previous question being called and the 
main question put, the resolution was carried by yeas 
120, nays 84. 

A resolution was then offered by Mr. Medill, di- 
recting the judiciary committee to report a bill, pro- 
viding for the repayment to Andrew Jackson, of the 
fine imposed upon him by Judge Hall. Several mem- 
bers expressed their intention to debate it, and the 
resolution was laid over until to-morrow. 


Mr. Everett moved that the apportionment bill, 
as amended by the senate, be taken up. The mo- 
tion was agreed to, and the bill taken up accord- 
ingly. 

The amendments of the senate were then read, viz: 
alter the ratio from 50,179 to 70,680, and give an 
additional member to such states as may have more 
than a moiety of the latter ratio. 


The speaker decided the ob- 


Mr. Cushing submitted the 


Mr. Everett made some remarks, and concluded by 
moving the previous question. 

Mr. Adams requested the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion, as he wished to debate the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Everett said the extreme urgency of the case, 
would not permit him to comply. 

The question on seconding the demand for the pre- 
vious question, was then put, and negatived. 

Mr. Adams then took the floor, and gave his views 
on the amendments, at considerable length. He hoped 
the house would insist on its own ratio of 50,179, 
but he had no objection to that amendment of the 
senate which gave those states an additional member, 
which may have a fraction of more than a moiety of 
the ratio. To the latter, however, he moved several 
additional amendments. He denounced the conduct 
of the senate, in attempting to diminish the amount 
of representation in the house, as contrary to the 
course of God and nature. This house, said he, is 
the democratic branch; it represents the people; and 
that the number of representatives ought to increase 
with the population, is a first principle of pure de- 
mocracy. The greater the number of representa- 
tives, the greater would be the influence of demo- 
cracy. He contended, with much earnestness, that 
the senate has no right to dictate to the house as to 
what its representation shall be. In his opinion, 
there is a continual tendency in the several branches 
of our government to encroach upon each other. 

After some remarks from Mr. W. Cost Johnson, the 
floor was taken by Mr. Pickens, who replied to Mr. 
Adams and regretted to hear the gentleman denounce 
the senate as an aristocratic body—a body which 
was the result of compromise, and which was a legi- 
timate portion of the government. Mr. P. then ad- 
vocated the ratio fixed by the senate, as best calcu- 
lated to give dignity and strength to the house. 

Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, after a short speech, mov- 
ed to lay the bill and amendments on the table with 


the view, if the motion prevailed, to originate a new 
bill. 


ble was lost. Yeus 63, nays 135. 
Mr. Holmes then took the floor, and delivered a 
speech in favor of carrying out the theory of the go- 
vernment by increasing the number of representa- 
tives in proportion to the increase of population. 

Mr. McKay argued in favor of a smaller number 
of representatives. Hesaid gentlemen appeared to 
forget the great amount of representation we have, 
including the state legislature. The total amount of 
representation was above five thousand. He was in fa- 
vor of the ratio fixed by the senate. 

Mr. Underwood said when Mr. Adams got up he ge- 
nerally sent his bullets whizzing by the heads of gen- 
tlemen for whom he intended them. The gentleman 
had said thata high ratio was essentially aristocratic, 
and, said Mr. U. as I have advocated a large ratio, the 
cap fits me. He then made an elaborate argument in 
favor of a large ratio. 


Mr. Bowne followed in a speech after which the 
main question, viz: shall the house concur in the first 
amendment of the senate striking out the number 
of 50,179, and inserting 70,680? was put and non-con- 
curred in. ‘The vote was, yeas 95, nays 112. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. Sprigg and 
Campbell, of S. Carolina, 

Mr. Botts rose and gave notice that he would to- 
morrow move a reconsideration of the vote by which 
Mr. Pendleton’s proposed amendment to the rules (in 
relation to debate in committee) had this day been 
laid on the table. 

And, on motion of Mr. Botts, the house adjourned. 
Turspay, June 14. Mr. Young, of New York, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
house last evening disagreed with the senate upon 
the ratio of representation to the apportionment bill. 
After a call of the house, the question was put 
upon Mr. Young’s motion, and the house refused to 
reconsider by a vote of 108 to 106. 

The question now recurred upon the amendment 
of the senate, proposing a representation of frac- 
tions. Mr. Thompson, of Miss. proposed an amend- 
ment to the effect that 30,000 should be a fraction 
sufficient to elect a representative beyond the ratio 
agreed upon. Mr. Thompson defended his amend- 
ment in a brief speech, but one which affected chief- 
ly the interests of Mississippi. His amendment was 
voted down. 

Mr. Adams gave his opinion briefly and anew upon 
the question of a fractional representation. He was 
in favor of the proposition. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll spoke upon the question and 

against the action of the senate. 

The previous question was then moved, and the 

yeas and nays were called upon the question of con- 

currence, and the house by a vote of 151 to 56, de- 

cided not to concur, and une that there should 











The motion of Mr. Cooper to lay the bill on the ta- | 





All the senate amendments were thus non-con- 
curred in, and the bill passed from the house to the 
senate. 

Mr. Fillmore’s resolution to take the temporary re- 
venue bil] from the committee was then on his mo. 
tion considered and modified so as to provide that 
all debate thereon in committee of the whole should 
terminate to-morrow at 2 o’clock, and that then the 
committee should proceed to vote on its adoption or 
its various amendments. 

The question on the resolution was then taken, 
and by yeas 112, nays*96, the resolution was adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Wm. C. Johnson, the house wert 
into committee, and resumed the consideration of 
the bill to extend for a limited period the present 
existing tariff laws, (Mr. McKennan, of Fenn. in the 
chair. ) 

Mr. Roosevelt had moved an amendment striking 
out the proviso, which amendment Mr. Gwin had 
moved to amend by adding at the end of the 16th 
line, the words, ‘‘to a later period than Ist August, 
1842.” And the pending question was on Mr. Guwin’s 
amendment. 


Mr. Gilmer spoke against the adoption of the pro. 
viso, and against distribution in the present state of 
the treasury. He considered the title “revenue” as 
but a specious title for this bill,and that the bill vio- 
lated the compromise act of 1833, and the proviso 
in the distribution act of last year; which proviso 
he considered also as a compromise equally binding 
with the act of 1833. Its object was to attempt to 
unite the distribution party in this house and the pro- 
tection party, against the third party which went 
for a revenue to meet economical expenditures. 
This bill would also repeal the whole of our reve- 
nue system, and if passed, would, by limiting the 
existing revenne laws to the Ist August and no lon- 
ger, throw the government into chaos. Mr. G. was 
in favor of extending the present revenue laws “till 
the further action of congress,” and if the proviso 
were struck out, he saw not why the bill shouid not 
pass in half an hour. The true question was, whe- 
ther congress should re-enact the distribution Jaw 
| without the 20 per cent clause, whether the land 
| proceeds should be given to the states, revenue or no 
revenue. He had always argued the distribution as 
but a fiscal question, and he believed that as such, 
and as a question of financial policy at the present 
time, and also that in faith to the 20 per cent. com- 
promise, this proviso should not be adopted. When 
the distribution scheme was adopted we had an over- 
flowing treasury. 

Mr. Goggin said that the government had at that 
time actually commenced the issue of treasury notes. 

Mr. Gilmer said that we had millions which were 
distributed. Now, however, we are in debt, and an 
effort is made to give protection above 20 per cent. 
and also distribution at the same time. If this bill 
does not pass, the distribution men will be obliged to 
stick to the compromise under the distribution law, 
in order to get their distribution. He was one of 
those who endeavored to reduce the expenditures of 
this government, would endeavor to disappoint both 
the high tariff and the distribution parties, and 
would, therefore, oppose the passage of this law. 
Mr. G. asked why the chairman of the committee of 
ways and means had _ not introduced his revenue bill 
before. That gentleman had said that he would not 
sit still and fold his hands, while others played the 
demagogue on this floor. He supposed that that was 
a mere lapsus lingu@ of the gentleman. The chair- 
man, the first lord of the treasury, might have had 
foresight enough to know that the 30th June would 
soon arrive. Mr. G. was in favor of extending the 
present revenue laws until the farther action of eon- 
gress, so that if any accident should bring about an 
adjournment, the government would still go on, but 
was opposed to interfering with. the compromise 
clause of the distribution act. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson said it was no vital question 
with him whether the bill passed or not; the great 
subject, distribution and tariff must come up and 
must be decided. The gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Gilmer,) had treated the subject of distribution 
as one of policy only. Mr. J. considered it as one 
of principle. The constitution gave to congress the 
most ainple resources for the procurement of means 
to conduct the government,and the public lands never 
entered into the contemplation of its framers as a 
source of national revenue. It provided other and 
abundant sources. Mr. J. had seen reports from 
committees of both houses which held a different 
language, but he considered them shallow and un- 
statesmanlike. The lands had been surrendered by 





the states for state objects, and the deeds of cession 


were as solemn as so many treaties. The state of 


the revenue whether high or low, had nothing to do 
with them. The gentleman from Virginia, was for 
keeping expenditures down to their minimum, and 





be no fractional representation. 


keeping the revenue down to the expenditures, this 
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— 
revenue to include the land proceeds and never to 
be distributed till there was a surplus. He might as 
well say then, that there never should be a distribu- 
tion. The gentleman professed himself friendly to 
distribution sub modo; but such friendship as that dif- 
fered in nothing from perfect and determined hos- 
tility. The constitutional sources of revenue were 
amply sufficient to meet all the exigencies of gov- 
ernment. What! were we to be told that the impo- 
si'ion of duties to the amount of 20 or 24, or 27 mil- 
lions, would crush this mighty American people to 
the dust! Mr. J. considered the feeling of disfavor 
to a tariff, and of any kind, and amount, as but limi- 
ted in its extent; it was not the feeling of the coun- 
try. Mr. J. never would have voted for the proviso 
in the distribution bill limiting its action had he been 
sent. He knew not whether this bill or either of 
the revenue bills would become a law, he had indeed 
some doubts on that point in regard to all three of 
the bills, but he should discharge his own duty fear- 
lessly, and now gave notice, that should the clause 
in this bill, providing for distribution together with 
revenue, fail, he would take the earliest practicable 
moment to apply for leave to introduce a bill to ap- 
point commissioners to ascertain the amount of the 
state debts, with a view of preparing for their as- 
sumption by the general government, and _ pledging 
the proceeds of the public lands for their full liqui- 
dation. This was the result of no caucus delibera- 
tions, of ho party dictation. He had consulted with 
no one, and acted but for himself, and unprompted 
by any, and asked gentlemen to pause till such a bill 
should have been introduced, and till they shall have 
heard the arguments in its support. He should now 
forbear from even shadowing forth the grounds 
which should be taken, and the principles that would 
be adduced in support of them. He would only say 
in advance, that the unindebted states need not take 
alarm, as they would receive a remuneration in pro- 
portion to their population equal with the indebted 
states. If congress, with the abundant means that 
government possessed was going to wrest from the 
states their own property, and not allow them to ap- 
ply it to the payment of their own debts—states 
overwhelmed in debt, whose fathers had fought for 
these lands, and who were now about to be sold out 
by the sheriff, it was matter for the people to look 
into, and most assuredly they would look into it nar- 
rowly. Opposition might be voted down here and 
in the other house, but there would come a refluent 
wave whose broad and strong bosom would carry out 
the public purpose over all that might attempt resis- 
tance. Mr. J. was aware that high names and strong 
prejudices could be arrayed against this proposition 
of assumption; but when the people had examined 
it, they would come to such a result as they did at 
the close of our revolutionary war, when congress 
was made to assume the debts of the states, and 
pledged the public lands as a sinking fund for their 
redemption. As Mr. J. had warned last winter, so 
he still holds the belief, that if distribution were re- 
fused, there lies a question in its rear which would 
rouse the people until they forced congress to relieve 
them. He would embrace the earliest possible op- 
portunity to carry this belief out into action. The 
tax gatherer is abroad in the jand, and his visits 
are not theoretical, and his words are no fanciful 
speeches of air-drawn theory. His voice was the 
stern voice of the law, and his grasp, instead of be- 
ing the warm clasp of friendly greeting, was the 
cold unfeeling arrest which bore off all a man had, 
and sold it before his face. Mr. J’s own preference 
would be to repeal the restrictive clause in the dis- 
tribution bill, and let the land proceeds be divided 
now and forever among the states. It was true that 
last year he had reported a bill which provided, that 
in case of war such distribution should cease. But he 
did it officially, against his own opinion, which he 
would now avow. It was, that distribution ought to 
continue through war as well as peace; and his own 
private wish would be that a large portion of the 
proceeds should go to the education of the children of 
the people. Should the contingency arise, he had 
resolved on this course, though there should be no 
vote besides his own in its favor. Reject this mea- 
sure of distribution, and the question of assumption or 
repudiation would become THe question of the coun- 
try. If the millions upon millions of public lands 
which rightfully belonged to the people of the states 
Should be wrested from them it would make that 
other guestion OMNIPOTENT. 


Mr. Gordon insisted that the distribution bill had 


een passed as a financial question merely and not 
upon the ground which the gentleman from Mary-| Mr. Jones, of Va. spoke in opposition to the proviso. 
And he doubted if that gentle-| Mr. White, of Ia. next addressed the committee. 
man had been here, whether he would not too have Mr. Kennedy, of Md. supported the bill. 
voted for the restriction clause sooner than lose the bill,|_ Mr. Gamble, replied to Mr. White, of Ja. 
The whigshad| Mr. Fillmore, made explanations in relation to the 
claimed the lands as belonging to the states alone yet 


land claimed for it. 


Which he must otherwise have done. 


and admitting its proceeds to be at the disposal of the 
general government whenever its necessities demand- 
ed them. Mr. G. severely condemned the doctrine of 
assumption. It was charged against the whigs on 
the stumps, was stoutly denied, and is now avowed 
in the face of day. Had such avowals been made 
when the bill was pending it never would have be- 
come a law. New York would not pay for the ca- 
nals or rather mud holes of Indiana. However po- 
tential might be the gentleman’s voice in Maryland, 
it would be hard for the wave of opinion of which 
he spoke to pass the line of that state. The gentle- 
man had made the tour of that state not long since, 
but where were the waves that followed his voice. 
He had called, as old Canute another dignitary had 
once done, but they obeyed not his voice. They had 
not lifted him to the gubernatorial chair. The gen- 
tleman had inveighed against speeches of mere de- 
clamation, but he had himself favored the house 
with one of as many words and as few thoughts as 
it was often their privilege to hear. He had so long 
dwelled on the subject of the public lands, that he 
seemed to have become almost insane. 

Mr. Pope obtained the floor, but yielded to a mo- 
tion by Mr. W. C. Johnson that the committee rise, 
which motion prevailed, and the house adjourned. 


Wepnespay, June 15. On motion of Mr. Fill- 
more the house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole (Mr. McKennan of Pennsylvania in the chair) 
and resumed the consideration of the provisional 
tariff bill extending the present laws to August the 
Ist, with the proviso that the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public Jands shall be made. 

Mr. Pope addressed the committee and was sure that 
no man of either party would go for assumption of the 
state debts, and that the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. W. C. Johnson) would qualify the language he 
had somewhat hastily employed. Mr. P. desired to 
discriminate his plan from the one of that gentleman 
and hoped they would not be confounded. 

His own plan was, that congress, having distribut- 
ed the avails of the public lands among the states, 
should anticipate those avails, say for thirty or forty 
years, and on that basis should issue a stock for one 
hundred millions, or say eighty millions of dollars, 
and let this be subdivided among all the states of the 
union, indebted or not. This would enable those in 
debt to pay the interest of their debt, and in some 
cases a part of the principal. This was not a propo- 
sal to assume state debts. Far from it. It was only 
to change the modus operandi in making the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the lands, by giving them in 
the most efficient and most beneficial form. Mr. P. 
insisted that this scheme was not visionary, but per- 
fectly practicable; and that we owed it to the coun- 
try as arelief to its distresses and embarrassments. 
It was due toournational character, and to public cre- 
dit; and this plan of his would place them on high and 
honorable ground for halfacentury to come. It went 
to impose no original taxes, but merely to prevent 
controversies and speculations and political schem- 
ing about the land fund. It was no party measure; 
and he invoked gentlemen on both sides of the house 
to itssupport. He alluded to the contempt into which 
our credit had fallen on both sides of the Atlantic, 
and expressed his sorrow and indignation at his 
country’s dishonor. He thought his plan a feasible 
mode of extricating the states from their trouble; 
and he wished to draw it forth to public notice-and 
examination, being sure it would cast that of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland effectually into the shade. 
[A laugh.] After further remarks, too imperfectly 
heard to be here given, Mr. P. disclaimed being a 
follower of men—avowed his own political inde- 
pendence—admitted that he had ever opposed any 
restriction on the distribution bill, and said he should 
still oppose it. He had not accepted this as a bar- 
gain to carry the bill, but had boldly put his veto 
upon it, and he was now ready for its repeal. The 
rreal question was neither more nor less than this, 
shall the land distribution bill be repealed? He was 
against its repeal. It had neverbeen a favorite mea- 
sure with him; nor had he declaimed, as many had 
done, about the right of the states to these lands: he 
had heard a very great man say that they belonged 
not to the states, but to the nation. As the lands 
had been wrested from the grasp of Great Britain by 
the common blood and treasure of all, they rightful- 
ly pertained to all. Without pretending to decide 
this question, he went for distribution and against 
the restricting clause, which looked to the compro- 
mise act. Mr. P. continued with his remarks and 
having concluded 


bill, and its progress and vindicated the action of the 





ad inserted a clause implying directly, the contrary 


Mr. Arnold,of Ten. said gentlemen harangued 
about distribution asif the publie Jands were yield- 
ing a sum worthy of being contended for. They 
yielded nothing comparatively and would notf» 
years tocome. M. A. spoke in favor of the bill. 
Mr. Habersham considered the bill as a violation 
the compromise act and a violation of the compro- 
mise implied in the 20 per cent. clause of the land 
distribution bill of last session. 

The hour of two o’clock having arrived the com- 
mittee proceeded to vote on all amendments pending 
or which might be offered. 

Mr. Roosevelt’s motion to strike out the proviso was 
rejected by yeas 103, noes 113. 

Mr. Gvwin’s amendment to add the words “toa 
later period than Istof August, 1842” was rejected 
by a vote of yeas 87, noes 111. 

Mr. Gilmer moved to strike out the words “until 
the Ist of August and no longer” and insert ‘‘until 
the same shall be changed by Jaw.” Rejected by 
yeas 90, noes 105. The committee rose and reported 
the bill as amended to the house; and the house con- 
curred in the amendments. 


Mr. Eastman moved to stike out the proviso. His 
motion was decided in the negative by yeas 107, 
nays 113; and the question being now on the passage 
of the bill, it was passed by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. An- 
drews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Ayc- 
rigg, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Boardman, Botts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thos. J. Campbell, Caru- 
thers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cra- 
vens, Cushing, G. Davis, Deberry, J. Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted. Howard, Hud- 
son, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. 
W. Irwin, James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, 
S. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Pow- 
ell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, James 
M. Russel], Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Tru. Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Straton, A. H. 
H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Washington, E. D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Thos. W. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Yorke, A. Young, J. Young—116. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, Wm. O. Buttler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
Colquit, M. A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, R. D. Davis, 
Dawson, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Chas. A. Floyd, For 
nance, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Wm. O. 
Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, 
J. Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, A. Kennedy, King, 
Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, R. 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, John 
Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, New- 
hard, Oliver, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Proflit Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, J. Thompson, 
Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Wise, Wood—103. 

A message was received from the senate informing 
the house of the passage of the bill for the armed 
occupation of Florida, and also informing that the 
senate insisted on its amendments to the apportion- 
ment bill. 

The apportionment bill was then, on motion of 
Mr. Everett, taken up. 

Mr. Everett moved that the house recede from its 
disagreement to both the amendments of the senate; 
and the question being taken first on the first amend- 
ment substituting 70.680 for 50,179, shall the house 
recede? ; it was decided in the negative by yeas 104, 
nays 110. The question was then taken on the 2nd 
amendment (in relation to fractions,) and the house 
refused to recede. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson moved that the house adhere to 
its disagreement to the amendments of the senate. 

The question was then taken, shall the house ad- 
here to its disagreemeut to the first amendment of 
the senate?, and was decided in the negative, by 
noes 127, yeas 80. 

The question on adhering to its disagreement to the 








committee of ways and means. 


the house adjourned. 


2nd amendment being about to be taken, on motion, 
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Centra America. Balize papers to May 14th 
state that the ex-president Morazan passed near the 
ort of Realejo, apparently bound for Costa Rica. 
Fle had five vessels, one of which mounted eight 
guns and was accompanied by all his ol | officers and 
had funds in abundance. The claims of Great Britain 
against Central America are to be prosecuted by her 
diplomatic agent. 


Antiquities. A curious discovery of a Roman 
villa, with various antiquities, has been made at 
Comberton, in Cambridgeshire, Eng. It is described 
as nearly as perfect as some of the houses at Pom- 
peii. 

J. T. Avpvuson, the American ornithologist, has 
received as a compliment from the emperor of Rus- 
sia, through the hands of the Russian minister to the 
United States, a magnificent gold snuff box, studded 
with costly diamonds—estimated to have cost over 
two thousand dollars. 


Bank Irems. The attempt of the Banks of New 
Orleans to resume specie payments has proved una- 
vailing. They resumed on the 18th and 19th ult.; 
an immediate depreciation of the Municipality notes 
ensued, and on the 20th a mob destroyed several 
brokers’ shops, but was soon quelled with the arrest 
of the ringleaders. In a few days, more than $600,- 
000 were drained from them. Some disagreement 
amongst themselves led to distrust; a panic and a se- 
vere run ensued, which some of them maintained for 
several days, but’finally al] had to suspend. The 
Citizens bank and Louisiana state bank on the 3lst 


July. The pipes across the Harlem river are alrea- 
dy laid, and have been filled with water to prove 
their tightness and ability to resist the head, which 
is about 120 feet. In both respects the proof was 
' satisfactory. 


Connecticut. The legislature adjourned on the 


10th instant. 


| The house of representatives by a vote of 107 to 
| 54, have poet a bill to repeal all laws regulating 
the sale of spirituous liquors. 


They have postponed till the next session the bill 
for the total abolition of imprisonment for debt; and 
appointed four commissioners, viz; Samuel Church, 
| Ralph I. Ingersoll, Isaac Toucey, and Stillman K. 
Wightman, to take that subject into consideration, 
and also the attachment laws, and report at the next 
| Session such bill or bills on the subjects as they may 
think are demanded by the people. 


The house by a vote of 97 to 50, have also passed 
a bill prohibiting students from obtaining a residence 
so as to be qualified to vote in the town where they 
are obtaining an education. This bill is intended to 
apply particularly to Yale College. 


| 


i 





Consut. The president has recognised Frederick 
_ Boller Garf as vice consul of the Oriental Republic 


: of Uruguay for the port of Baltimore. 
| ‘THE FESTIVAL IN HONOR or Henry Cray, at Lex- 
‘ington, Kentucky, on June 10, was attended by from 
15 to 25,000 people of whom 2 or 3,000 were ladies. 
A banner was presented by a deputation from the 
'whigs of Ohio, to the ladies of Kentucky, the state 

whose highest majority in the late election of presi- 


_dent Harrison, won the flag. When the 13th senti- 


ult. announced that they suspend until the 5th Dee’r. | ment in toast of Henry Clay had been read, and the 


The Consolidated bank, the Commercial bank and 


Jost. 
then gave in. 


Louisiana continue to pay specie, but except the Jat- 
ter, they are said to have no notes out, and to be do- 
ing but little business. 


Buenos Ayres Massacre. Letters from Buenos 
Ayres speak of a massacre of the centralists or Uni- 
tarians, commenced by the federalists, their political | 
opponents in that city, as soon as_ they heard of the | 
successes of their army in the north. The public 

apers preserved silence on the subject. On the 
night of the 11th of April, the anniversary of Gen. 
Rosas’ installation, they commenced the work of 
butchery, and cut the throats of all they met in the 
streets of the Unitarians, and threw their bodies in 








a cart to be taken out of the city. Two or three hun- 
dred had failen victims. 

On the morning of the 13th, the heads of two per- 
sons were found hanging in the principal public beef 





market, having had blue ribbons drawn through their 
nostrils. Many of these assassinations were acts of | 
private vengeance; and it was not till others had | 
been killed besides centralists, that the authorities | 
interfered. 

These proceedings have been entirely among the 
natives themselves. ‘The rights and property of fo- 
reizners have been respected. 

The Unitarians were escaping to Montevideo and 
elsewhere, as many of them as could. Rosas has is- 
sued a decree disapproving of these atrocities. 


CANADA IMPROVEMENTS. A writer in the last To- 
ronto Patriot estimates the money to be expended in 
making internal improvements, in the province this 
season, at £600,000, or about two and a half mil- 
lions,of dollars. All the Canadian prints and business 
men seem to rejoice exceedingly at the circumstance 
that the enlargement of the Erie canal is abandoned 
for some years at least, while rival improvements in 
Canada are prosecuted with vigor and will soon be 
completed. 


Corn brings in the Baltimore market, 53 to 55. 


Cuicaco is now abundantly supplied with the pure 
water of Lake Michigan, raised by steam engines. 


Croton Aqvepuct, (New York.) Messrs. Ste- 
vens, Ward, Ring, and Birdsall, the water commis- 
sioners, have been making a journey through the 
aqueduct, entering at its mouth, the Croton river, 
and pursuing their course along the tunnel thirty- 
three miles, sometimes above ground and sometimes 
below; occupying in the whole three days. The 
general condition of the work they found good, and 
the small checks and some openings left to draw the 
water while the last finish was being put upon the 
work, have been directed to be closed up. ‘The line 
of aqueduct and the dam will both be so far comple- 
ted as to introduce the water into the city by the 





time proposed by the commissioners—on the 4th of 


-repeated cheers with which it was received had sub- 
the Canal bank were overwhelmed on the Ist inst. | sided, he arose and addressed the vast assembly for 
The crowd was tremendous and some lives were. 
The City bank held out until the 2d inst. but 
The Mechanics and Traders bank, the | 


Carrollton bank, the Union bank, and the Banik of ; 


two hours. 


Dzarus. James Barbour, ex-governor of Virginia 
and for many years speaker of her house of dele- 
gates and senator in congress, also formerly secreta- 
ry of war and minister to Great Britain, died at his 
residence in Orange county, Virginia, on June 8th, 
aged 67 years, minus 3 days. 

Henry Southard (father of the late president of the 


| senate) died at his residence, Somerset county, New 


Jersey, on 22d ult. aged 95 years. 


There were 116 interments at New York last 
week. 


Monnort Epwarps Convictep. The jury in the 
case of Monroe Edwards, on trial for forgery for se- 
veral days past, before the court of Oyer and Ter- 


miner, New York, came into court a little after 10|).en inspecte 


| Md. 


o’clock on Tuesday morning, after having geen out 
since 45 o’clock, P. M. on Monday, and returned a 
verdict of guilty. 


Tue Earrnquake. Details of the late earthquake 
in the West Indies continue to reach us. It was se- 
verely felt at Turks Island, at Salt Key, by the 
Tweed steamer at sea, whose captain believed she 
had struck a rock, and at St. Domingo where the 
American consul perished. 


Excnance. New York on England 73; on France 
5,40; Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore } a par. 
Virginia 24 a 23; N. Carolina 3. 


THE EXPLORING sQuapRON, which Jeft the United 
States in August 18338, has returned with many curio- 
sities of the Pacific, South and Australiam seas, and 
with the numerous and valuable results of their ex- 
plorations. 


Fiorwa. Meetings in favor of a state govern- 
ment are being held in the different counties of Mid- 
dle and West Florida. So far as we can learn, 
scarcely a dissenting voice has been raised against 
the measure. So say the Florida papers. 


Geo.toacicaL Cuances. The editor of the Far- 
mer’s Monthly Visitor says that where the Merri- 
mack river flowed deep in its bed, sufficient to float 
a 74 gun ship, thirty-three years ago, he has for seve- 
ral years past mowed good English grass, at the rate 
of two tons of hay to the acre, and where he raised 
stout corn twenty-five years ago, is now the centre of 
the greatest depth of the river! He furthermore 
says that no human power can alter these changes, 
constantly going on in the Concord intervale, since the 
encroachments of the river commence in the quick- 
sand at the centre, where neither layers of rocks, or 
trees, or driven piles have any effect! [Boston Mer- 
cantile Journal. 


Inp:vipvaL items. Mr. Van Buren was at Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, on 10th inst. on his way westward. Mr. 
Calhoun has gone to the south on a visit to his gold 
mines in Georgia which are yielding from 630 to 
1,892 dwts. per day. 


Inprans. The Madisonian says that recent advices 
have been received at the war department, which 
furnish ground for a serious apprehension that a con. 
flict will take place between the Sioux and that por. 
tion of the united band of the Ottawas, Chippewas 
and Potawatamies, living near the Council Bluffs. 





Crops 1n I:iinots will be abundant, but the locust 
and army worm are said to abound in the state. The 
Alton Telegraph says: ‘‘The locusts have literally 
taken possession of the forests. Never within our 
recollection have we seen such quantities as at pre- 
sent exist in this section of the state. The result 
doubtless, will prove the destruction to a great ex. 
tent, of the foliage, as well as the small limbs of the 
trees.” 


Loaxs. The loan of $1,128,300 recently negotia- 
ted for the state of New York was taken by 207 in- 
dividuals. ‘fhe city loan was taken in the same 
manner. They are now selling at 15 a 25 premium. 
They pay seven per cent interest now. 


Tue Britisu navy, the largest in the world, em- 
ploys in time of peace 33,000 able bodied seamen, 
2,000 lads, and 13,000 royal marines, forming in al] 
an effective force of 46,000 men, and 2,000 lads. 


Ruope Istanp. The suffrage men continue to 
hold meetings for the purpose of keeping up an or- 
ganization to eventually secure the changes in the 
constitution for which they have been contending, 
Several penitential communications have lately been 
published by actors in the late commotions. Among 
them Z. Allen, the uncle of Mr. Dorr, denies the 
statements of Mr. Anthony respecting a compromise. 
Mr. H. D’Wolf, their late military leader, states 
that he took command for no purpose but to keep 
order, prevent bloodshed, and protect property, and 
was so placed as to be unable to avoid it. 


New York Scnoot Commissioners. The election 
has resulted in the choice of 13 in favor and 2] 
against the new school law. The majority is eight 
therefore, against the law—the whigs and four of the 
opposition being opposed to it.—M. Y. 4m. June 8. 


Sreamers. The Medina steamer, whose loss at 
Bermuda we noticed last week, is said to have been 
valued at £100,000 sterling, of which the Royal com- 
pany will suffer £70,000. She was fitted up supe- 
riorly to any on the line. 

The price of passage in the Cunard line has been 
reduced to $135. 


Tosacco. The inspections of last week in Balti- 
‘more exceeded in quantity any former week, being 
2,077 hhds. In the last ten weeks, 17,275 hhds. have 
in this city, of which 14,156 were 
Prices continue firm, though the demand is 
affected somewhat; common Maryland 2,50 to $3,50; 
middling to good 4,50 to $6,50; good $748; fine 8 to 
$12. Ohio is in demand, nearly 500 hhds. having 
gone off this week; prices, however, without im- 
provement on our last quotations. 





Tue Button-Woop Trees in the neighborhood of 
Boston, and from thence as far south as N. Jersey 
appear to have been killed by a frost which occurred 
in the spring of 184] as they were budding, and 
which they showed the effect of last-summer, but it 
is far more obvious this season. 


Fur trape. A party of about a dozen freemen, 
(i. e. traders on their own hook), from the Forks of 
the Platte, arrived yesterday on the steamboat 
Thames, from Independence. They report that 
Messrs. Bent & Co. have traded with greater suc- 
cess than during any previous season, and may be ex- 
pected here before the first of June, with upwards 
of eleven hundred packs of robes and two or three 
thousand pounds of beaver. 

[St. Louis Repub. May 13. 


Venpovt, the Fejee chief who was brought to the 
United States in the U. S. ship Vincennes, died on 
the Lith. 


West Point. The annual examination at West 
Point, commenced on the 5th. The board of visi- 
tors was organized by choosing gen. McAffee, of 
Kentucky, as president, and the Rev. Prof. Potter, of 
Union college, as secretary. The examination will 
last a fortnight, probably. 


Wuear is in demand at Philadelphia at $1,20, at 
Baltimore 1,10 to $1,22 for Pennsylvania red; prime 
Jots of Maryland white $1,35. 


N. Y. Wares. The Whig Young Men's state cen- 
tral committee at Albany, have published a call for 
a meeting of the young men of the state at Auburn, 
on the 27th of July next, to adopt measures for a 
thorough reorganization of the Whig party prepara- 





tory to the next fall election. 
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